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Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.Most like a wand of emerald my
shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that
his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty
to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast
was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein
because of the damsel and the kingship..? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..The queen
rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and
the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all
and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my
stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the
wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and
the goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great
worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..It
chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made; The hands of the noble me wrought
and inlaid..? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.So she
took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen,
whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid
out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his
turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating
upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been
and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el
Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not,
for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave
him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took
that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished
unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and
the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..138. Hind Daughter of En
Numan and El Hejjaj dclxxxi.Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..So on the morrow,
early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the
broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the
sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from
this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief;
"I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he
answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the
prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to
himself.".Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou Temam was present among them,) and mentioned the affair of the damsel,
the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart was taken with her and he said to them, 'We will send one to
demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth the viziers, 'There is none for this business but Abou Temam, by reason of
his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting for this affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou Temam and said
to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage] the king's daughter of the Turks?' and he answered, 'Hearkening and
obedience, O king.'.Think not that I forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).86. Omar ben el
Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.The prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you with all good, for indeed ye give me loyal
counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place of thy mother.' And he said, 'My
grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in marriage, concealed my affair and hid my secret;
[and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire thine advantage, and even if thou tookest
service with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought out to him money and gave to him and clad him and
fed him and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and giving him to know that he was safe, departed from
him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of the king] of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and
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taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and the like..The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise,
when he awoke and finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his affair and imagined that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and
drawing the other back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to my dwelling, and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know
me not, I am a Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but when the artful baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither
away, O trooper? Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a man of repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high
standing with the Sultan? An thou depart not, I will acquaint my husband and he will requite thee thy deed.'.Now the Persian had a mameluke,
(201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and wept before him, professing love to him and kissing
his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the
folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose
and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke
occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his
face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the
Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in
the house. (203).? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people
deny?.King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE.
(144).Then they told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She
was moved to compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the
chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her
and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour.
Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's
slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went
out and making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.On this wise, O King Shah Bekht,"
continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed,
[whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the
merchants.".Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read
books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was
possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his
despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He
would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to
her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and
when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my
sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave
of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding
favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.Then
they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a
thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding,
till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer
counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with
silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its
craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'.So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given
him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king
knew that they had a word that they would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present.
Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk,
I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half
these folk, I could avail to put them to death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under
the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the
greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I
slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me to-morrow.".Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold,
inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny
sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet would grow..Now he had with him nought wherewithal he
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might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and
finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection
from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and
cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs
of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and
obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque],
celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the
place..They cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets, till they came to themselves, when the king looked at the eunuch and recognizing
him, said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,' replied the man and prostrated himself to him; whereat the king marvelled with an
exceeding wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this place and what hath befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I went and took out the
treasure and brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here and seized the money and cast
us into this pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done with other than we; but God the Most High sent thee, in pity to us.'.Ye chide at
one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii. 30..Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..It is related that Ibn es Semmak (162) went
in one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his cup was brought him, and when he took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him,
"Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught, with what wouldst thou buy it?" "With the half of my kingdom," answered
the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!" Then, when he had drunken, he said to him, "If thou wert denied the going
forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom," answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es
Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that weigheth not in the balance against a draught [of water] or a voiding of urine
is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept..When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the
turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she
returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou
art fain to hide;."There was once a king in the land of Teberistan, by name Dadbin, and he had two viziers, called one Zourkhan and the other
Kardan. The Vizier Zourkhan had a daughter, there was not in her time a handsomer than she nor yet a chaster nor a more pious, for she was a
faster, a prayer and a worshipper of God the Most High, and her name was Arwa. Now Dadbin heard tell of her charms; so his heart clave to her
and he called the vizier [her father] and said to him, 'I desire of thee that thou marry me to thy daughter.' Quoth Zourkhan, 'Allow me to consult her,
and if she consent, I will marry thee with her.' And the king said, 'Hasten unto this.'.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To
bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of
new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's
splendour or when night's shades descend..? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy memory from my spright..?
? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the convent 'twas to part and fare away!.To return to his wife and her
mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and
straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught
of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune,
bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that
which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine
enemy!.102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and
made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the spear and
sallied out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his army
returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with this
vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of
learning and deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah,
then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment
and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came
out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in
God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who
had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had
befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest
thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He
[alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and
repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their
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intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and
gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the
shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but
[trusting] in His aid.'.So Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from
beginning to end, till the time of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the
cook and that which had betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he
told him how the cook had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king
and how life was not pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted
her with that which had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he
came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with
discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they
came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the
stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side;
whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if
the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours.."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the
damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest
equitably, O Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So
she kissed the earth and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and,
i. 195..King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the
night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what
he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom
and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost
and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and
summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? d.
The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..Moreover, he
assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined
with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and
religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into
the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment
redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the
ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till
the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house,
stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared
thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,'
and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee
what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going about.'.? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in
mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and content..Then she wept till her voice
rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying the old man with wine, sang the
following verses:.[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a
purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which
said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story
of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and
discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know
of her and I will contrive the trick."."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with
merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then
he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now
this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged
him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter
would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and
took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and
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set sail, intending for his own country..? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..Picture, The
Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..So, when he arose in the morning, he repaired to the
vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had taught him; whereat the vizier marvelled and said to him, 'What sayst thou of a man, who
seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out and kill him, and in his house are four staves and each hole may not be
stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and deliver himself from the vipers?' When the merchant heard this, there
betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he said to the vizier, 'Grant me time, so I may consider the answer.' 'Go out,' replied the
vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize thy good.'.? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61)
the Khalifate assigned..168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers dcccclixviii.72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.His story troubled
the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the
following verses:.The old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose
and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this,"
answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music,
whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he
arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and
look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience,"
replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and
sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the singing..Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the
country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to
Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which
had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook
myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels,
and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior
without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to
the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport;
and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an
answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit
thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following
verses:.The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his elder
daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep?
Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and
she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till the
morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and
Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then
they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to
the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an
arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out
at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved
Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head
and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven
of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death
overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed
upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..As for Mesrour, he gave not over running till he came to the by-street,
[wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look round, saw Mesrour
running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan and went in to the
Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the
loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is
dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one another, till the
Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie
down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered
her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..As for the eunuch, the chamberlain, who had counselled King Dadbin [not to slay her, but] to [cause]
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carry her to the desert [and there abandon her], she bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and said to him, "The like of thee it behoveth
kings to hold in favour and set in high place, for that thou spokest loyally and well, and a man is still requited according to his deed." And Kisra the
king invested him with the governance of one of the provinces of his empire. Know, therefore, O king," continued the youth, "that whoso doth
good is requited therewith and he who is guiltless of sin and reproach feareth not the issue of his affair. And I, O king, am free from guilt,
wherefore I trust in God that He will show forth the truth and vouchsafe me the victory over enemies and enviers.".When the king heard this, his
wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".When the Khalif heard this, he laughed
heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail.
Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past
should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake
of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were
content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..Issues of
Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..The Second Night of the Month.When she heard their
words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!'
Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess
that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and
exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast
spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then
she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs,
were a sky.Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth
was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his
complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him
and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper,
"Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain
that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may
resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so
the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town
and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and
dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this
talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were
asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of
discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.'
When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to
him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.'
'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered,
'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on
him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast
him therein..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he
signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O
loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to
him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay
thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do
in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of
whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".On this wise he abode a space of days, after which he made
himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed himself to diversion and good cheer.
Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he entertained them with stories and civilities
(161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached King
Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court and
going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house,
where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring him to his presence.
When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy
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report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee company with him by night and entertain him
with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".He who
Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, i. 50..65. The Simpleton and the Sharper dclii."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son
[named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with
them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not
in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard
this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the
truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King
Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the
oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..? ? ? ? ? No rest is
there for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and
the Parrot xiv.Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house,
knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So
he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty.
Then he went round about the house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and
said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out
came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and
going away, passed the night in his lodging..Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep;
so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her,
'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be
greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him
that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet
have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my
heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was
perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah,
[wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the
windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.The company marvelled at this story
with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself.
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