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? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might
see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire.
Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I,
"O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse
and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to
me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..The folk
of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not
ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come,
cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed.
Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O
my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she,
"hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the
sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she
repeated the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an occasion that
presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the world, for that it
was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and he fell down
aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found her lord Ishac
lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath
aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl
Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee not till
now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in beauty and
lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.The merchant
believed her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him
and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she
was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned his salutation and
entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the
hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she
with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of thy composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This
talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the
treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be
uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair warning, but he would not be warned..Officer's Story, The Second, ii.
134..? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..? ? ? ?
? But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..The Thirteenth Night of the
Month..111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma
dccccxciv.There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had
vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When
she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour
with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon
her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His
brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154)
and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him,
but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi
died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same
place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good
fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for
deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there,
of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering
up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till
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he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose
and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the Afrit's Mistress
dcii.'There was once, of old time, a hawk who made himself a nest hard by that of a locust, and the latter gloried in his neighbourhood and betaking
herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my lord and chief of the birds, indeed the nearness unto thee delighteth me and thou honourest me with thy
neighbourhood and my soul is fortified with thee." The hawk thanked her for this and there ensued friendship between them. One day, the locust
said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds, how cometh it that I see thee alone, solitary, having with thee no friend of thy kind of the birds, to whom
thou mayst incline in time of easance and of whom thou mayst seek succour in time of stress? Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth about seeking the ease
of his body and the preservation of his strength, and in this there is nought more necessary to him than a friend who shall be the completion of his
gladness and the mainstay of his life and on whom shall be his dependence in his stress and in his ease.' Now I, albeit I ardently desire thy weal in
that which beseemeth thy condition, yet am I weak [and unable] unto that which the soul craveth; but, if thou wilt give me leave, I will seek out for
thee one of the birds who shall be conformable unto thee in thy body and thy strength." And the hawk said, "I commit this to thee and rely upon
thee therein.".On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making
and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the
most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.I'm the crown
of every sweet and fragrant weed, ii. 255..88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.64.
Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts
be eased and eyes no longer sore..One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my
daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him
my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest
them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth
thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest
of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.There was
once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent
understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the
neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan
and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou
keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king
honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.Haroun er Reshid and the
Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.King's
Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195.."Away with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied Adi, and
Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ... " [And he repeated the following verses:].The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms'
height, i. 49..So, of the heaviness of his wit, he believed her and turning back, went in to the trooper; but she had foregone him, and when he saw
her beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted her and she returned him the salutation; and when she spoke, he was
bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails thee to be thus?' And he answered, 'This woman is my wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he
rose in haste and returning to his own house, saw his wife, who had foregone him by the secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house and
saw her sitting as before; whereupon he was abashed before her and sitting down in the trooper's sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and
became drunken and abode without sense all that day till nightfall, when the trooper arose and shaving off some of the fuller's hair (which was long
and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks, clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush on his head..? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for
merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the place thou didst illuminate.STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE
KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content." So runs the rede 'mongst all that dwell in
city or in tent..? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for
himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her].
One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred
dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their
faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon
them.'"'.9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.When Hafizeh had made an end of her song,
El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by
name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and
improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after
crookedness..? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..When the king
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heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said
against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to
his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile.
Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved
inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and,
ii. 203..I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..4. The Three Apples xix.? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast
made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing
their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better
prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So
the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have
borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I
might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a
dead man.'.131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land
returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have I
quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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