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21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the

story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.64. Haroun

er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands

and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their

wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his

relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it

compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to

shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the

world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and condition and they went

to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank

and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was complete, what while

the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he departed; and this

is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his

wit.".71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell

of long estrangement sighed..? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.? ? ? ? ?

Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts have smitten me and done my strength away..It befell, after this,

that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest

So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to

thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the

consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and

he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and

drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath

befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.? ? ? ? ? No

slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif

dcccxlv.Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and

release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his

brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene,

who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and

to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart,

when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I

am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a

dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year

and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and

cast him into another calamity..?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..?THE FIRST OFFICER'S

STORY..All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they

gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed

exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put

off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten

thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this

beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.4. The

Three Apples lxviii.? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I

lay?.Conclusion..A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24..An if my substance

fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes

[ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness

dccccvii.Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers

and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain and

dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then

the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this
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was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and

made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.In this island is a river of

very sweet water, issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide cavern in the skirt of an inaccessible mountain, and the stones of the

island are all limpid sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of liquid, welling up like [molten] pitch, and when it cometh to

the shore of the island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it becometh changed from its condition and that which it was aforetime;

and it is crude ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the most precious aloes-wood, both Chinese and Comorin; but there is no way

of issue from the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of its shore forbiddeth the drawing up of ships, and if any approach the

mountain, they fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that island..7. Story of the Hunchback ci.God keep the days of

love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who

lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.And when she had made an end of her

song, she wept sore..Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his

father, to fetch money from him, so he might pay the rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself,

'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son hath wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and

indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to whom he hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181)

[with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath

already paid] and return to his father, and I shall be quit of travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took

up his abode there..60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased

And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he

purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he

bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army,

despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his

army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy

took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil

plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..Sharper, Story

of the Old, ii. 187..Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and

wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night

cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned

and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202)

Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out.

The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw

himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him

grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When

I forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he

had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door

other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited

the following:].? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us to drink in pleasance and repose, And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.? ? ? ? ? a.

The First Old Man's Story ii.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the

[promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..Calcutta

(1814-18) Text. 183."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar

said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].The Fourth Night of the Month..Next morning, he again took up the bier and went round

with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had given alms on account of the supposed dead man on

the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took the [supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and

earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they

bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and

portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the

washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the

funeral..Now King Azadbekht's wife was big with child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by

a spring of water, and she gave birth to a boy as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped

the child therein, and they passed the night [in that place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are

hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor can we carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to
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send him one who shall take him and rear him." So they wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of

brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars in a bag and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..Now he was the king of the land of

Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked

with him and called down blessings upon him and he took pleasure in my discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?'

'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how

earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous

and it behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..However, after awhile, one of the women

took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then

said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will presently gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the

house, and young and old crowded about me, running after me and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the

door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But,

when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me

and had been like to kill me; and when I told them that they would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety.

So consider the craft of this woman and this device that she practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.Daughter of

the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed, ii. 255..When El Abbas heard these

words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in

company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be

the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind

them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down

upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight,

she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the

ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".? ? ? ? ? Our loves are

joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight, your

distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to

any divulged, nor deny.O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.26. The

City of Lebtait cclxxii.87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of

ten pearls, like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these

pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered

clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he

asked him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but

that it was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole

my pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.'A great

theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140) pressed hard

upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men and went

round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance from the

city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the

ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he

cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me

the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..Noureddin

thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that

which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they

seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a

bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair

of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud."

And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and

slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the

poet:.? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.?STORY OF THE

DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the

lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady,"

answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing I have left. Go down to the market and fetch us what we
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may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am overcome with wine; but with me is the servant of the mosque, who is

a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he

replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and

when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our

occasions.".I fear to be seen in the air, ii. 255..When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned

with jewels such as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an

hundred thousand dinars. He sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of

all the kings, who showered on him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in

Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis

(whom God curse!) bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed,

in order of rank, whilst Iblis took leave of them, band by band..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee,

I complain,.Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself,

[till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none other than the

Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was convinced and

determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his prayers;

whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate and gave

him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not [going] till

they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and the forty

doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions (27)

encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and

Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas

(28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.Then the queen entered the palace and sat

down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its

strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of

this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by

which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess thy magnanimity;.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord,

we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the

prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young

Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a

rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried

out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day

thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..? ?

? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and

vale..69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's

victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with

me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying

one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in

myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of

the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And

I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was

that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water

have issue in some place.'.Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she

recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to

him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that

he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with

him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's

house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess.

So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the
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people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither,

coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a

thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk

interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his

House and his Victual to one whom he knew not dcccciv.There was once, of old days, a king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his

[capital] city was called Kuneim Mudoud and his kingdom extended to the confines of Seistan and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He

had ten viziers, who ordered his state and his dominion, and he was possessed of judgment and exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with

certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with an eunuch on horseback, holding in his hand the halter of a mule, which he led along. On the

mule's back was a litter of gold-inwoven brocade, garded about with an embroidered band set with gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a

company of horsemen. When King Azadbekht saw this, he separated himself from his companions and making for the mule and the horsemen,

questioned the latter, saying, "To whom belongeth this litter and what is therein?". The eunuch answered, (for he knew not that he was King

Azadbekht,) saying, "This litter belongeth to Isfehend, vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein is his daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad

Shah the King.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..Then they returned to

Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair.

Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment

clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us

upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw

near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to

El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady

Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding regret?"

Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have halted in

the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is come with

his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she heard his

words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the

palace] and entertain them..? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am I..There was

once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the

trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one

day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to thy house, and do

thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up

her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for

sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and

give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked

till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent

the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her

apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its full.

When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with

her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto

singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she abode with

him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and

soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to

all who looked on her..When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof.

Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great

gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much

people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou

hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the

fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the

merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee

with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her

sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again

dlxxxvii.When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing
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upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am

that woman whom they confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the

frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of

the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup, my

mates and I, Till in the Eastward heaven the day-star did appear..Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i.

247..146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..All this, O my brother,' continued the merchant, 'befell

because the locust had no knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may God requite thee with

good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune fore-ordained baffleth contrivance.

How excellent is the saying of the poet! And he recited the following verses:.So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought

of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward

of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my

companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter,

and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual].

Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..EL MELIK EZ

ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF POLICE. (83).Then he conferred on him a dress of

honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the

tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy

kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time

will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy

desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he

drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the

going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they

busied themselves with the affair of the damsel.
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