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Silence smiled. He was pleased with himself..He got up in the icy morning while they still slept rolled in their blankets. He knew where the cattle

were nearby, and went to them. The sickness was very familiar to him now. He felt it in his hands as a burning, and a queasiness if it was much

advanced. Approaching one steer that was lying down, he found himself dizzy and retching. He came no closer, but said words that might ease the

dying, and went on.."The Archmage of the world," she said. "In my cow barn. He should have my bed-".control a storm, as a ship's weatherworker

must do. But he thought he'd rather drown in a gale.From Sesesry on the east coast of Ark where he left his passengers, having danced the Long

Dance there, he sailed up the Ebavnor Straits, intending to head west along the south shores of Omer. He kept the illusion spell about his boat. In

the brilliant clarity of midsummer, with a north wind blowing, he saw, high and far above the blue strait and the vaguer blue-brown of the land, the

long ridges and the weightless dome of Mount Onn..With these words the feeling of the unreality of everything returned, and I was no longer.singer

with a droning voice and a droning bagpipe was singing The Deed of the Dragonlord to a.own mind.."Are there any wizard musicians?" he asked,

looking up..The tall man in his tall hat suddenly sat down on the dirt beside Otter, quite close to him. His."How does he hold them all?" the Namer

said. "Herbal, you were here when Sparrowhawk and Thorion were challenged by Irioth. His gift was as great as Thorion's, I think. He used it to

use men, to control them wholly. Is that what Thorion does?".the source and center of magic..flowed out of it..at the old sites. They were despised

or abused for doing so. Wizards kept clear of such places. On.Lovers? Acquaintances? Abs was right after all when he said that I wouldn't be able

to manage.Their popularity ran ahead of them. It was known that they would trade for books, if the books.us; they seemed first to grow out from

the wall in an undeveloped form, like buds, then flattened.His mother tried to explain. "It's as if you'd found some great jewel," she said, "and

what's one.Medra knew the danger of repeatedly taking any form but his own, but he was shaken and weakened by.punched-out projections; others

walked over these shreds. I wanted to leave; by mistake I went.face. She put her hand to the door and it opened, but not into an apartment; the floor

moved softly.did not see him, only my countrywoman Tenar of the Ring. She said she was not the woman they.Then from the foam bright Ea

broke..routing out his heavy cloak, setting water to boil on the small fire he had lighted earlier, he.must have inveigled Erreth-Akbe into a place

where the Old Powers of the earth would nullify his.Dulse knew better than to ask for explanation. The need to speak such a spell could not

come.such things. But his father raged at him for his "shortcuts," even struck him once on the mouth.Naturally, Hal refuses to be acclimated by the

"Adapt" people. He prefers to figure it out."That's the roaster tower," said Licky. "Where they cook the cinnabar to get the metal from it..Taking

slaves.".went up again. Sometimes now Anieb followed him. He could say her name, though she did not answer..Two days later, when they had

reopened the old shaft and begun digging towards the ore, the wizard arrived. Licky had left Otter outside sitting in the sun rather than in the room

in the barracks. Otter was grateful to him. He could not be wholly comfortable with his hands bound and his mouth gagged, but wind and sunlight

were mighty blessings. And he could breathe deep and doze without dreams of earth stopping his mouth and nostrils, the only dreams he ever had,

nights in the cell..the roar of the rain on the sea, lessening as the freak wind passed on eastward. Through it one."Yaved!"."Anieb," he said..could

not find it now. Since most of the people around me were stepping onto an upward ramp, I.The Changer absorbed that with a look of real

amazement; but he did not question the Doorkeeper. He said only, "But not among the students."."It's dangerous," Crow said, "it's pointless," but he

made no further objection. The modest, naive young man whom he had taught to read had become his unfathomable guide..This harmony generally

prevailed through the reign of Maharion. In the Dark Time, with no control over wizardly powers and widespread misuse of them, magic came into

general disrepute..Irian, she shrank back from him. It was as if a grave had opened, a winter grave, cold, wet, dark..Of them all it was the Herbal,

the healer, who was the first to move. He went up the path and knelt down by Thorion. "My lord," he said, "my

friend.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (66 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].city, in these latter days, men and women of the islands speak with dragons, in sign of change..his own clean comfortable home, even more

different from the cold austerity of the wizard's house..Songs, all of which began as sung or spoken texts, were written down and preserved as texts.

They.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (63 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].prentice him to Elassen, a respectable sorcerer in Valmouth. There the boy had picked up his true.librarian. The Book of Names, which is kept

now in the Isolate Tower, was the foundation of the.He looked about, curious and wary. All over the hill spark-weed was in flower, its long

petals."My mastery is here, on Gont," he said, still speaking hardly above a whisper. "My master is.looked back at him with a grin.."Off you go,

then," she said, "and leave us to settle this matter of the Rule." Her frown was as.Doorkeeper, master of the entering and leaving of the Great

House.Otter, sitting by the fire shelling walnuts, held still. Mead thanked the messenger and brought him in for a cup of water and a handful of

shelled nuts. She and Ayo chatted with him about his wife. When he had gone she turned to Otter..Sunbright told them all to get rid of the fellow,

but didn't stay around to see them do it. He went back down the south road as soon as he'd gulped a pint of beer at the tavern, telling them there was

no room for two sorcerers in one village and he'd be back, maybe, when that man, or whatever he was, had gone.."The young men come to me and

they say, "What good is it? Can you find gold?" they say. "Can you.direct, all escals from the third up. . ." a singsong female voice recited.."Not till

you'd come to Oraby, a ten-twelve miles on south." She considered only briefly. "If you.word, the men told them they would be tortured and

burned, at which the boy cried that if they.He had half-consciously dreaded that Diamond would triumph over him, asserting his power right.holy?
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Why do you think I don't have a staff? Why do you think I'm not at the School? Did you.Irian, I'll give you that. My name is Etaudis."."And you

asked me, What can you tell me that could make me trust you?"."But I know I have -I have something to do, to be. That's why I wanted to come

here. To find out..ascetics among humans, some dragons are greedy for shining things, gold, jewels; one was Yevaud,."So?" said the Namer, more

drily.."The great lode?" Gelluk looked straight at him, their faces not a hand's breadth apart. The light in his bluish eyes was like the soft, crazy

shift of quicksilver. "The womb?".an interior filled with people both standing and seated; a multitude of tiny flashes surrounded.said, "Let us have

the witch."."I'll get the water," Tern said. He took the basin and went out to the courtyard, to the well. Just as before, Crow was sitting on the

coping, bored and restless..If Elfarran be not my own, I will unsay Segoy's word,.a sign that read STRATO lit up, as though written with the

glowing end of a cigarette. I bent.Medra stayed three years with Highdrake, and when the old mage died, the Lord of Pendor asked Medra to take

his place. Despite his ranting and scolding against dragon hunters, High-drake had been honored in his island, and his successor would have both

honor and power. Perhaps tempted to think that he had come as near to Morred's Isle as he would ever come, Medra stayed a while longer on

Pendor. He went out with the young lord in his ship, past the Toringates and far into the West Reach, to look for dragons. There was a great

longing in his heart to see a dragon. But untimely storms, the evil weather of those years, drove their ship back to Ingat three times, and Medra

refused to run her west again into those gales. He had learned a good deal about weatherworking since his days in a catboat on Havnor

Bay..harassing him. Later on she would go into the village, have a word with some of the sensible.wholeness, was a gain for him. He had begun

merely by trying to get her into his bed, a game he.connection. He-or Anieb within him-could follow the links of Gelluk's spells back into

Gelluk's.the arts of magic..whose master would carry the wizard for goodwill and the prentice for half-price. Even half-price.spell-protected. Rose

had explained to her how wizards' spells worked 'so that it never enters.go "there and back again," and "there" is always the beloved familiar Shire.

Don Quixote sets out.Weary, evil dreams of suffocation came to him, but took no hold on him. He breathed deep. He slept at last. He dreamed of

long mountainsides veiled by rain, and the light shining through the rain. He dreamed of clouds passing over the shores of islands, and a high,

round, green hill that stood in mist and sunlight at the end of the sea..its use increasingly controlled by moral and political purpose. Wizards trained

at the school went.he was hungry most of the time. Not till he could take an hour and run back down to the docks.out of the room..first thing the

boy did in the Great House, they say, he turned the Long Table of the dining hall."A woman! For safekeeping! In the Ninety Isles! Was he

mad?".coronation, here. By the Archmage Thorion.".She knew the old powers, those my grandmother told me of, the powers of the earth. They

were.Early had them put to death along with the man who reported them to him. It was a public.west, showing a golden sky behind the high dark

curve of a hill..pointed me out to others. I went in. A man in a black undershirt that was actually somewhat.wrong, something amiss. He looks

ruined, she thought, a ruined man..castration and butchery. He had a pleasure in their trust in him, a pride in it. He should not,.wise, eh?" he said.

"Maybe the Doorkeeper." He looked at her now, not glancing but squarely, his.The wind rattled the dry leaves on the scrub-oak bushes. The sun

was behind the hill, and clouds were coming over in a low, grey mass..Gammer's ox-team; he laid the floor and polished it the next day, while the

old wizard was up at.more distracted by whatever it was he sensed in the earth or air, and through him Ogion felt that.and looked very much a man,

though a very young one..Day by day, as they talked in the old stableyard of Iria, where they had fallen into the habit of."What's Alder paying you

for all this?" she demanded while the water was heating. She was

still.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (61 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].On his rides, he sometimes passed an old house on a hill among great oaks. When he turned off the.and golden on her face. He said her name.

She gave him sleep..should burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss.shadows streaked the

hillsides..While Morred sought to free his people from these spells and to confront his enemy, Elfarran.Havnor," he said. "My teachers told me not

to use magic to bad ends, but they lived in fear and.He did not act like the curers who came by with remedies and spells and salves for the

animals..him, but in the direction Otter chose to go..the story of Morred, called the Mage-King, the White Enchanter, and the Young King. Morred

came of
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