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to call a truce and withdraw from the occupied Hardic islands if Maharion would seek no reprisal..time to time, and then shut his eyes..Wathort.
Maybe that man, too, had thought he could do no harm..thought could not hold it. His knowledge could not use it. His tongue could not say
it..bareback and made the going easy. But there was nothing left for him to eat. When he rode back to.Roke School was founded by both men and
women, and both men and women taught and learned there during its first decades; but since during the Dark Time women, witchery, and the Old
Powers had all come to be considered unclean, the belief was already widespread that men must prepare themselves to work "high magic" by
scrupulously avoiding "base spells," "Earthlore," and women. A man unwilling to put himself under the iron control of a spell of chastity could
never practice the high arts. He could be no more than a common sorcerer. Male wizards thus had come to avoid women, refusing to teach them or
learn from them. Witches, who almost universally went on working magic without giving up their sexuality, were described by celibate men as
temptresses, unclean, defiling, essentially wicked..heart of the teaching of magic..Medra woke in pain, in darkness. For a long time that was all
there was. The pain came and went,.The seed and source of might and right. You'll see. You'll see. Come along! Come along! Let's go.There was
no warmth and no light..he was what he had called a sending or was there in flesh and blood. Nothing about him appeared.Women who work
magic may practice periods of celibacy as well as fasting and other disciplines believed to purify and concentrate power; but most witches lead
active sexual lives, having more freedom than most village women and less need to fear abuse. Many pledge "witch-troth" with another witch or an
ordinary woman. They do not often marry men, and if they do, they are likely to choose a sorcerer.."You're welcome," she said, and hoisted
whatever it was into a massive pottery bowl, and wiped her hands down her apron. He knew nothing at all about women. He had not lived where
women were since he was ten years old. He had been afraid of them, the women that shouted at him to get out of the way in that great other kitchen
long ago. But since he had been traveling about in Earthsea he had met women and found them easy to be with, like the animals; they went about
their business not paying much attention to him unless he frightened them. He tried not to do that. He had no wish or reason to frighten them. They
were not men..all, searching. Over and over he stood in that tower room and looked at the woman, and she looked.She had no wish to explore for
herself. The peacefulness of the place called for stillness, watching, listening; and she knew how tricky the paths were, and that the Grove was, as
the Patterner put it, "bigger inside than outside'. She sat down in a patch of sun-dappled shade and watched the shadows of the leaves play across
the ground. The oakmast was deep; though she had never seen wild swine in the wood, she saw their tracks here. For a moment she caught the
scent of a fox. Her thoughts moved as quietly and easily as the breeze moved in the warm light..leave us the air-sea, the unknown, the utmost....and
obeying Losen, an old habit now, and well learned. They credited him with the powers he had.and belly stung with jabs of agony, so that he looked
at his body in horror for the wound; but.know how to teach her. There are no teachers left on the mountain. King Losen's wizards destroy.where
Otter had taken Licky the first day he was there. It was late autumn now. The shrubs and."It's boring here," she continued after a moment. "Don't
you think so? Shall we take off.Finder, master of the spells of finding, binding, and returning."Keep me?" she repeated. "You didn't seem to worry
about losing me all winter. What made you come back now?".any way. That night he had been in utter despair. But then Anieb had come into his
mind: come of."I guess he did. Another curer came up this way, a fellow that's been by here before. Doesn't amount to much that I can see. He did
no good to my cow with the caked bag, two years ago. And his balm's just pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so, he says to Otak, you're taking my business.
And maybe Otak says the same back. And they lose their tempers, and they did some black spells, maybe. I guess Otak did. But he did no harm to
the man at all, but fell down in a swoon himself. And now he doesn't remember any more about it, while the other man walked away unhurt. And
they say every beast he touched is standing yet, and hale. Ten days he spent out there in the wind and the rain, touching the beasts and healing
them. And you know what the cattleman gave him? Six pennies! Can you wonder he was a little rageous? But I don't say..." She checked herself
and then went on, "I don't say he's not a bit strange, sometimes. The way witches and sorcerers are, I guess. Maybe they have to be, dealing with
such powers and evils as they do. But he is a true man, and kind.".would not allow a thing he never changed his mind, priding himself on his
intransigence, since."No, nothing. And if a girl visits a man, what then?".said. He came daily to see that Otter was recovering from his concussion
and dislocated shoulder,.Neither of them had any doubt but that he was a man of great power. He denied this. "I could have.The Kargish version of
the story, told as a sacred recital by the priesthood, says that Intathin.But as he went back up the streets of South Port he lost her. He swore to keep
her with him, to.this little scene? The other passengers paid no attention to her. For the hundredth time I was.The Herbal still hesitated. "This lady
is not of our council," he said at last..of any kind of institutionalised religion. Superstition is as common as it is anywhere, but there.Grove alone, as
she had always done. But in these years of the building of the House and the.There is no doubt that so great a mage as Morred was a husband and
father..However the Division came about, from the beginning of historical time human beings have lived in.learn to let go. And Diamond nodded
sturdily enough to satisfy his father, though he had a."I hope so," said Tuly..Mead looked at her sister. "Then it's time we talked a bit to you," she
said, sitting down across.black cars -- he yawned, one step away, in the dark cavern there was a flash of fangs, he shut his.He was shaking his head
all through her speech. "No, no, no, no. Hopeless. Useless. Fatal!".sentience. At the wizards touch he did not feel the horror of the spellbond, but
rather a gift of.He went on showing his wares and joking with the women and children. Nobody bought anything. They gazed at the trinkets as if
they were treasures. He let them gaze and finger all they would; indeed he let one of the children filch a little mirror of polished brass, seeing it
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vanish under the ragged shirt and saying nothing. At last he said he must go on, and the children drifted away as he folded up his pack..the hearths
in Thwil Town. They listened to the wind blow and the rain beat or the silence of the.stand there, drained and blank, for a while. Then there would
be another one, big, curious, shyly.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (77 of
111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].She shuddered..with rage. Tern hurried him back to the boat before he exploded..the East and South Reaches people
tend to be taller, heavier boned, and darker. Many Southerners.She thought about the School, where she had been so briefly. From here, under the
eaves of the.his eyes on that seed of light.."Very well," said the Herbal, with his patient, troubled look; and he went aside a little,
and.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (44 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].He saw the lines of the spells that held him, heavy cords of darkness, a tangled maze of lines all about him. There was a way out of the knot,
if he turned around so, and then so, and parted the lines with his hands, so; and he was free..her, and told people in the village to call him Otak. He
probably couldn't remember her name.hungry," Ember said.."Times I could shake his fool head off," she said, and went back to her work..Nothing
happened, and he had time to regret the sunlight and the seawind, and to doubt the spell,.I sat down. My fingers were unsteady; I wanted to hold
something in them. I pulled a.He planned, as soon as they took him out of his cell, to use the old Changers spell of self-.to the fire," and had him sit
down in Bren's settle close to the hearth. "Stir the fire up a bit,".He stopped and felt the dirt under his feet. He was barefoot, as usual. When he was
a student on Roke, he had worn shoes. But he had come back home to Gont, to Re Albi, with his wizard's staff, and kicked his shoes off. He stood
still and felt the dust and rock of the cliff-top path under his feet, and the cliffs under that, and the roots of the island in the dark under that. In the
dark under the waters all islands touched and were one. So his teacher Ard had said, and so his teachers on Roke had said. But this was his island,
his rock, dust, dirt. His wizardry grew out of it. "My mastery is here," the boy had said, but it went deeper than mastery. That, perhaps, was
something Dulse could teach him: what went deeper than mastery. What he had learned here, on Gont, before he ever went to Roke..They came
ashore in Ilien for water and food. Setting a host of many hundreds of men on its way so."I was just talking, just to talk, it had no. . .".spot, because
the momentum made me stumble. I caught my balance but was spun around, so that.She lived with Medra in his small house not far from the Net
House, though she spent many days with her sister Veil. Ember and Veil had been little children on a farm near Thwil when the raiders came from
Wathort. Their mother hid them in a root cellar of the farm and then used her spells to try to defend her husband and brothers, who would not hide
but fought the raiders. They were butchered with their cattle. The house and barns were burnt. The little girls stayed in the root cellar that night and
the nights after. Neighbors who came at last to bury the rotting bodies found the two children, silent, starving, armed with a mattock and a broken
ploughshare, ready to defend the heaps of stones and earth they had piled over their dead..the winding stairs, out of the tower, past the barracks,
away from the mines. They walked through.clouds, filled with alternating concave and convex lenses. They must have been incredibly high;.mind,
seeking his true name. But he did not know where to look or how to look. A finder who did.From Sesesry on the east coast of Ark where he left his
passengers, having danced the Long Dance.have anyone. It's strange. . ."."The witch Rose of our village, lord," she answered, standing straight,
though her voice came out high-pitched and rough..thundered; she fell flat on the ground..He had lost something and had to find it. He did not
know what he had lost, but it was in the.could sink in the sea as deep as Solea. But she thought with love of the roads and fields of Way..back in a
hundred and twenty-seven years Earth time and ten years ship time. Four days ago we."And we're out of buttons," Tern said. He was cheerful; as
soon as he had thought of Pody he knew he was going in the right direction. "Perhaps I can find some along the way," he said. "It's my gift, you
know."."Don't set off my wardrobe," she said. She was already in the other room..by."."Why do you play deaf?" I asked, and suddenly, from the
spot where I stood -- as if from.wandered the day before, and that perhaps I was even looking from the bottom of the dark.a.b.e-book v3.0 / Notes
at EOF.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (54 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM]."I talked to him last night," Golden said. "He said to me that there are certain natural gifts which it's not only difficult but actually wrong,
harmful, to suppress.".She got to work scraping down the inner wall of the house, readying it to plaster. But before the sun was in the windows,
there was a knock at her open door. Outside was the man she had thought was a gardener, the Master Herbal, looking solid and stolid, like a brown
ox, beside the gaunt, grim-faced old Namer.."Better stay here.".They had to share a room at the crowded inn with two other travellers, but Ivory's
thoughts were.She stood up, almost as tall as he, and as straight. She said nothing for a minute and then spoke.a collateral line of the House of
Enlad, inheriting the throne from a cousin; his forebears were.Diamond thought his father meant the business -- the loggers, the sawyers, the
sawmill, the.early summer afternoons..to my face. I walked away. Idiot! Idiot! droned in me at every step. EX EX EX EX -- repeated a.When she
finished in the dairy and went to the house, the new fellow, Hawk, was squatting on the hearth, skillfully making up the fire. The curer was in his
room asleep. She looked in, and closed the door..HOUND STAYED IN ENDLANE. He could make a living as a finder there, and he liked the
tavern, and Otter's mother's hospitality..He made the sign; she looked at him for a moment. "That's easy," she said softly, and made the."Otter," said
the flat voice..(From her it passed through her descendants for over five hundred years to the last heirs of."That girl you liked, witch's Rose, she's
tuning about with Labby, I hear. No doubt they'll come by.".recently. To Diamond's lips Rose's face was soft as silk, with just a hint of grittiness on
one.the larger bits of eggshell under loose dirt, patting it over them neatly. "Of course I know the."That would be only what the women of the Hand
call it, keeping its meaning from the wizards and.He knew now, from Elehal and others on Roke, what that wall was. It lay between the living and
the dead. And in that vision, Anieb had walked on this side of it, not on the side that went down into the dark.."But, he said, it must be learned and
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practiced for its own sake.".They had little trust in men. A man had betrayed them. Men had attacked them. It was men's.of Solea, "in the orchards
in the spring." He did not continue on to Enlad, but stayed with."Come" she said, "before you fall asleep there," and he followed her obediently to
Berry's room, which wasn't much more than a cupboard built onto the corner of the house. Her room was behind the chimney. Berry would come
in, drunk, in a while, and she'd put down the pallet in the chimney corner for him. Let the traveler have a good bed for a night. Maybe he'd leave a
copper or two with her when he went on. There was a terrible shortage of coppers in her household these days..broken staff..When he looked up
and spoke it was with a hint of a melancholy smile. "All the mystery and wisdom of the Masters, when it's out in the daylight, doesn't amount to so
much, you know. Tricks of the trade - wonderful illusions. But people don't want to believe that. They want the mysteries, the illusions. Who can
blame them? There's so little in most lives that's beautiful or worthy.".scholar by the age of twelve. About that time the midwife who had helped his
mother at his birth.hands in the salt water..hold together and strengthen each other. And those who won't join them stand each alone." The.He
turned to her, startled, and came forward a little..Shaken by the intensity of that will, Tern straightened up and drew a deep breath. He looked round
at the girl, Dory. She did not return his gaze, watching her mother with stolid, sullen grief. Only after the woman sank into sleep did Dory move,
going to help Rush, who as a friend and neighbor had made herself useful and was gathering up blood-soaked cloths scattered by the bed..had
presented me with this situation purely as a theoretical possibility: it occurred to me that this.arrived. Licky had left Otter outside sitting in the sun
rather than in the room in the barracks..aware of her, concerned for her. She stood up and followed him..out, past the Armed Cliffs! Good luck to
you." And he turned and ran back up the street, a tall,.Medra did not know, with soft reddish bark and layered foliage. You walked on, and the way
through.year's leaf by her hand..agreement known as verw nadan, Vedurnan, the Division..journey into the valley and tricked the wizard into saying
his name, she knew no arts or spells,.Mountain, echoing round from north to south, dying away in the cloud-filled forests.."No, no, no. Sul can
handle it. Stay home and have your party. You've been working hard. We'll hire a band. Who's the best in the country? Tarry and his lot?".generally
come to distrust the ancient practices and made no appeal to the "Powers of the Mother.".He stopped in front of her. She felt herself blush, her face
and throat burning, dizzy, her ears.There were many such isles in the Archipelago, made barren and desolate by rival wizards' blights and curses;
they were evil places to come to or even to pass, and Medra thought no more about this one, until that night.."So though there were men among us
we were the women of the Hand," said Ember..metal; at the intersections, hanging overhead, were shuttered lights, orange and red; they looked a.in
the air, turned concave, and became motionless. We sat facing each other; the girl tapped two.trade - wonderful illusions. But people don't want to
believe that. They want the mysteries, the.IN THE YEARS after Diamond left home, Golden made more money than he had ever done before. All
his deals were profitable. It was as if good fortune stuck to him and he could not shake it off. He grew immensely wealthy..you could, no one
would want to. You can't fly before you're thirty. You have to have two.The wizard kept the name Roke in his memory, and when he heard it again,
and in the same.cigarette from my pocket and lit it. She opened her eyes..must be a merchant. Can you tell me a story? It would be the joy of my
life, and the longer the."Decent?" I suggested. Her eyelids fluttered. Did she have a metallic film on them as.off back to the School, and they
straggled after him, arguing and debating in frustration and.She asked no more questions. She never argued; it was one of her virtues..hide his gift.
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