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"Good," he said, and that was the last word he spoke to Ivory..me the guest book; | signed it and rode up, holding a small, triangular ticket.
Someone -- | have."Yes," shesaid. "I'm sorry." Her hand was still on his knee. She said, "We can make love if you.The tune ended. "Darkrose," he
said, behind her in the dark. She turned her head and looked at him. Their heads were on alevel, she sitting crosslegged up on the dance platform,
he kneeling on the grass..out of horn, with atree carved on it, and the frame is made out of atooth, one tooth of a dragon.of usto do with a
diamond but hide it? Anybody rich enough to buy it from you is strong enough to.possessing him body and soul, was careless of the spells that
bound Otter to hiswill. A bond is a.Kurremkarmerruk shook his head. "No. But....".mastered. Only then, he said, can your teachers begin to tell
you what to do with it, what good it.bitch!".wizards who worked for such men as Losen, letting fear or greed pervert magic to evil ends..a place of
honor, but he wasn't one of the Nine. He'd been passed over. Maybe it wasn't a good.him. He saw the flash of her eyes, the cloud of her curling
hair. She looked back at him for a.A man came up the mountain to Woodedge, a charcoal burner from Firn. "My wife Nesty sends a.At that the
Summoner ran up towards her, reaching out, lunging at her asif to seize and hold her. They were both on the hill now. She towered above him
impossibly, fire breaking forth between them, aflare of red flame in the dusk air, a gleam of red-gold scales, of vast wings - then that was gone,
and there was nothing there but the woman standing on the hill path and the tall man bowing down before her, bowing slowly down to earth, and
lying onit.."I don't know," he said..connections among those arts clear. There was-as the wise men of Roke would say later-no science."Later? It
varies. To some. . . you always give brit."."Is it along way from where you live, sir?' she asked..For there had been times when he felt that, as he
had summoned her living, so dead she
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AM].groundwork..These legends are best preserved in Hur-at-Hur, the easternmost of the Kargad Lands, where dragons.power in Losen's pay.
Hound did not consider himself to be one of them. "All | haveisanose," he.nothing, only shining plates in the ceiling and a small depression for
the feet, padded with awhere the paths seemed never to be quite where she remembered them, and often led on far beyond.into the Great Treasury
of the Tombs of Atuan. (There Ged found it, and rejoining the two halves.to guess where they would be, but the dark and seemingly lifeless space
below spread out in all.Rose dismissed all she had taught or could teach with aflick of the fingers..till Diamond was sixteen. A big, well-grown
youth, good at games and lessons, he was 'still ruddy-.He saw Irian staring at him in amazement. Thorion the Summoner speaks his true name," he
said. "He died, en?'.So for a half-month or more of the hot days of summer, Irian lept in the Otter's House, which was.hearth, skillfully making up
thefire. The curer wasin his room asleep. She looked in, and closed.sternness, quick and tender as the first flame of a catching fire..forward to see
where the sign came from, and flinched. The back of my seat moved with my.you to wait all that time unpaid, neither. So here's an advance, like,
on what's to come, and.to a passage. Here the roof was much lower, just above his head. Water seeped down one wall and.powerful spells of
protection woven and rewoven by the wise women of theisland, and had no.Long he lay, forgetful of bright fame and brotherhood,.Hemlock might
have known then what he was up against; but having told the boy he would not be his master any longer, he could not in conscience command him.
"You have atrue gift, Essiri," he said, using the name he had given the boy in the springs of the Amia, aword that in the Old Speech means
Willow. "I don't entirely understand it. | think you don't understand it at al. Take care! To misuse a gift, or to refuse to use it, may cause great 10ss,
great harm."." They won't buy our milk and cheese," Berry whined..When she did so, Alder's wife Tawny and several other people agreed with her
that a squabble between sorcerers over work was nothing new and nothing to take on about. But San and his wife and the tavern crew wouldn't et it
rest, it being the only thing of interest to talk about for the rest of the winter, except the cattle dying. "Besides," Tawny said, "my man's never
averse to paying copper where he thought he might have to pay ivory." "Are the cattle he touched keeping afoot, then?' " So far as we can see, they
are. And no new sickenings." "He's atrue sorcerer, Tawny," Gift said, very earnest. "l know it." "That's the trouble, love," said Tawny. "And you
know it! Thisisno place for aman like that. Whoever heis, is none of our business, but why did he come here, iswhat you have to ask." "To cure
the beasts," Gift said..sites of concentrated power and sacredness. All were locally feared or venerated; some were known."| told them," he said,
"that if they went out Medra's Gate this day, they'd never go back through it into a House they knew. Some of them were for turning back, then. But
the Windkey and the Chanter urged them on. They'll be along soon.".and mother and housekeeper, already made too much of Diamond's talents
and accomplishments. Also,."But outside Roke," said Medra, "there are common people who slave and starve and die in misery..but present,
smiling, dancing. All his childhood friends were there too, half of them married by.Morred's people against him. Crying out that their king had
betrayed them, the villagers of Enlad.flashed asign: HERE HAHAHA. It disappeared. | went toward it. Again the HERE HAHAHA lit up.have to
give up saying spells? | can bring afever down now too. Why should you have to stop doing."But, he said, it must be learned and practiced for its
own sake.".Ever since he had walked on the green hill above the town and had seen the bright shadows in the grass, his heart had been easy. He
was expectant, full of a sense of great strangeness, but not frightened. He stood <till and looked at the people who came to meet him..variations.
The Raft People of the far South West Reach retain the great annual celebrations, but.heifer follows him about like a puppy." Whatever he was
doing out on the ranges with the beeves,. They fired every house and field they came to. When they sailed away after afew days they left no.ten
days starving in the cold to cure his beasts! San's got nothing but copper, but Alder can pay."She came to this place at thistime,” the Namer said.
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"And to this place, at this time, no one comes by chance. All any of us knowsis how it seemsto us. There are names behind names, my Lord
Healer." .tried again, and stood up. Then he started forward..He drank a mug of beer down in one draft, and the girls with him watched the muscles
in his strong throat as he swallowed, and they laughed and chattered, and he shivered all over like a cart horse stung by flies. He said, "Oh! | can't
--1" He bolted off into the dusk beyond the lanterns hanging around the brewer's booth. "Where's he going?* said one, and another, "He'll be back,"
and they laughed and chattered..She drank her lemonade -- that's what | called the sparkling liquid, in my thoughts -- and again |." To reach out the
Hand to Enlad and Ea. I've never gone there. We know nothing about their.Crow was delighted to get a water-stained bestiary from the time of
Akambar in return for five."By the grace of water, that carries no scent," Otter said, standing up. A litter of walnut shellsfell from hislap, and he
took the hearth broom and swept them into the ashes. "1'd better go."."Don't be afraid," Gelluk said, his voice strong and musical over the panting
gasp of the huge bellows and the steady roar of the fire. "Come, come see how hefliesin the air, making himself pure, making his subjects pure!"
He drew Otter to the edge of the roasting pit. His eyes shonein the flare and dazzle of the flames. "Evil spirits that work for the King become
clean," he said, hislips close to Otter's ear. "As they slaver, the dross and stains flow out of them. Iliness and impurities fester and run free from
their sores. And then when they're burned clean at last they can fly up, fly up into the Courts of the King. Come aong, come aong, up into his
tower, where the dark night brings forth the
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AM].stopped hearing. Mothers were born to worry about their children, and women were born never to be.Gelluk was used to hearing people say
the words he had put in their mouths, if they said anything at all. These were words he wanted but had not expected to hear. He took the young
man's arm, putting his face very close to his, and felt him cower away..He came through the halls and stone corridors to the inmost place, the
marble-paved courtyard of the fountain, where the tree Elehal had planted now stood tall, its berries reddening..as weak and wasted as when Hound
first brought him. There was no heart in him, the wise woman of .chimney. Berry would come in, drunk, in awhile, and she'd put down the pallet in
the chimney.and the infinite familiarity of the village lane, Rose's front yard, her own seven milch ewes.parking lot. For the "rasts'? | decided that
it would be better for me to wait for someone to come.from other witches and from sorcerers, not from wizards. What we teach hereisin a
language not. Tuly shared it with him for along time, since she could see her son only by lying to her husband, which she found hard to do. She
wept to think of Diamond hungry, sleeping hard. Cold nights of autumn were amisery to her. But as time went on and she heard him spoken of as
Diamond the sweet singer of the West of Havnor, Diamond who had harped and sung to the great lords in the Tower of the Sword, her heart grew
lighter. And once, when Golden was down ‘at South Port, she and Tangle took adonkey cart and drove over to Easthill, where they heard Diamond
sing the Lay of the Lost Queen, while Rose sat with them, and Little Tuly sat on Tuly's knee. And if not a happy ending, that was atrue joy, which
may be enough to ask for, after all..flick of hisfinger, he untied Otter's wrists, and the gagging kerchief fell loose..may be a matter for talk among
the nine of us.".you find be all you seek!".reason to frighten them. They were not men..someone was coming along the path from the Great
House..patience with the animals, which they treated as things, handling them as alog rafter handles.She turned away from him and them and went
on up the hill in the gathering darkness. As she went farther from them they saw her then, al of them, the great gold-mailed flanks, the spiked,
coiling tail, the talons, and the breath that was bright fire. On the crest of the Knoll she paused a while, her long head turning to look slowly round
the Isle of Roke, gazing longest at the Grove, only a blur of darkness in darkness now. Then with arattle like the shaking of sheets of brass the
wide, vaned wings opened and the dragon sprang up into the air, circled Roke Knoll once, and flew.."Close!" Otter cried, dropping to his knees, his
hands on the earth, on the raw lips of the crevasse. "Close, Mother! Be healed, be whole!l" He pleaded, begged, speaking in the Language of the
Making words he did not know until he spoke them. "Mother, be whole!" he said, and the broken ground groaned and moved, drawing together,
healing itself.."Waell. . . um. . . someone you could trust. . .".acid of the man's jealousy that would not hear them and burned them before they were
spoken..seeking papers. | know you had some once, though you may not now. They've nothing you need in." And what would | do there?".of thirty
usually have children. And there were. . . other considerations.".He raised his hand closed in afist and then turning and opening it, offered it to
them palm up..They went on through darkness, seeing only the track before them in the dim silvery glow of werelight shot through by silver lines
of rain. When she stumbled he caught her arm. After that they went on pressed close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth. They
walked slower, and yet slower, but they walked on. There was no sound but the sound of the rain falling from the black sky, and the little kissing
squelch of their sodden feet in the mud and wet grass of the
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AM].wizardries. Enlad of the Kings, and bright Ea, eldest of isles! Surely we'll find allies there".But after ten days or so, Licky said, "Master
Gelluk's coming here. If there's no ore for him, helll likely find another dowser.".down again and tried to hold still. The spellbonds around his chest
kept him from breathing.over Otter and to the tower, and then back. His face was large and long, whiter than any face.quarrels with hisrelatives,
had left Birch athriving property. Birch hired men to manage the.she kept thinking his hair was white, because it was not black.."But why-?".In
about 650, the sisters Elehal and Y ahan of Roke, Medra the Finder, and other people of the Hand.doesn't remember any more about it, while the
other man walked away unhurt. And they say every."Y ou don't? Where, then?".second day he was there, she told him to come with her and led him
very far into the wood. They.there was alight that was not werelight. He went forward. He had been crawling for along time."Do people till live
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there?' Medra asked, and the master said, "Witches," while his brother said,.came here first-1 could not save the one who saved me.".defend theirs
with spells. Morred could not even begin to fight his Enemy until he saw his Enemy's.She was getting used to his strange face now and was able to
read it. She thought that he looked sad. His way of speaking was harsh, quick, dry, peaceable. The men of the Isle are not always wise, eh?' he
said. "Maybe the Doorkeeper." He looked at her now, not glancing but squarely, his eyes catching and holding hers. "But there. In the wood. Under
the trees. There isthe old wisdom. Never old. | can't teach you. | can take you into the Grove." After aminute he stood up. "Y es?"'.and arteries. No
harm comes to me. My blood runs silver. | see things unknown to other men. 1.him, but she watched him in wonder..suitably trained. Have no fear,
my son. | know why you led my servants only to thelittle lode,.and the lay of the land on Semel, and the mountain whose name is Andanden. So |
came to the High."Meridional, rasts: one hundred and six, one hundred and seventeen, zero eight, zero two..times-poor, coarse food, but he ate it
all, owly, valuing it. Come evening the brother went off,.guests from Kembermouth or from neighboring domains, the herd of deer, the swans,
and the fountain.wilderness of cats and hens. She liked cats, toads, and jewels. The amethyst necklace had been."Irian of Way, my lords," said the
Doorkeeper. They were all silent. He motioned her to come."If you'd like to come with me, she lives thisway. And though she's only agirl, and
poor, I'll.damaged hip, the wise woman salved the cuts from the rocks on his hands and head and knees, his.lords of Wathort had ruled it for a
century, taxing and slave taking and wearing the land and.was seventy. He still looked forty, though he felt seventy and moved likeiit, wincing. He
got his.thin, with a sullen, steady gaze..what to do. It wasin no tongue of man that he said, "Be quiet, be easy. There now, there. Hold.puffed-out
cheeks, playing aflute. It did this so well that | had the impulse to call out to it..Asthey coasted that island, he himself put an illusion about
Hopeful, so that she would seem not a boat but adrifting log; for pirates and Losen's slave takers were thick in these waters..The heat of the day
was beginning to lessen and the shadows of the Grove lay across the grass, though the Otter's House was still in sunlight. Kurremkarmerruk sat on
the bench with his back against the house wall, and Azver on the doorstep..She put her hand on his knee. It was the first time she had ever touched
him. He endured it, the warmth and weight of her touch that he had wasted so much time wanting..then the Doorkeeper takes you down a hall and
another hall, till you're lost and bewildered, and.but fair's fair, right? Y ou wouldn't ask me to pay you what | have in mind to pay you, would you
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