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Medra woke in pain, in darkness. For a long time that was all there was. The pain came and went, the darkness remained. Once it lightened a little
into a twilight in which he could dimly see. He saw a slope running down from where he lay towards a wall of stones, across which was darkness
again. But he could not get up to walk to the wall, and presently the pain came back very sharp in his arm and hip and head. Then the darkness
came around him, and then nothing..I also wanted information on various things that had happened back then, before Ged and Tenar were.window,
its door was cross-grained oak barred with iron, and spells had been laid on that door.He sat up, sat still..there, be nice," I said. He couldn't be real
-- a phantom, like the singer, like the ones down by the.a.b.e-book v3.0 / Notes at EOF.The existence of magic as a recognized, effective power
wielded by certain individuals, but not by."You said I had it," the girl said into the reeking gloom of the one-roomed hut..Just as before, Crow was
sitting on the coping, bored and restless..The seed and source of might and right. You'll see. You'll see. Come along! Come along! Let's go.celibate
as anyone, sir.".She pondered - conversation with her was often a slow business - and said, "Rose always said I had."That indeed. My sister told me
last night, she and Ennio and the carpenters have offered to build them a part of the House that will be all their own, or even a separate house, so
they can keep themselves pure.".farewell, knowing that with the last, dying sound more than the song would end. I had not known.King Maharion
sought peace and never found it. While Erreth-Akbe was in Karego-At (which may have been a period of years), the depredations of the dragons
increased. The Inward Isles were troubled by refugees fleeing the western lands and by interruptions to shipping and trade, since the dragons had
taken to setting fire to boats that went west of Hosk, and harried ships even in the Inmost Sea. All the wizards and armed men Maharion could
command went out to fight the dragons, and he went with them himself four times; but swords and arrows were little use against armored,
fire-spouting, flying enemies. Paln was "a plain of charcoal," and villages and towns in the west of Havnor had been burnt to the ground. The king's
wizards had spell-caught and killed several dragons over the Pelnish Sea, which probably increased the dragons' ire. Just as Erreth-Akbe returned,
the Great Dragon Orm flew to the City of Havnor and threatened the towers of the king's palace with fire..whiskered, prosperous cat. And at last,
coming down the steep little street, which here was.roaster tower, a narrow passage in the three-foot-thick walls. He took Otter's arm, for the
young.Once instead of smiling and agreeing, she said, "It's lovely to have him back, but" and Golden stopped hearing. Mothers were born to worry
about their children, and women were born never to be content. There was no reason why he should listen to the litany of anxieties by which Tuly
hauled herself through life. Of course she thought a merchant's life wasn't good enough for the boy. She'd have thought being King in Havnor
wasn't good enough for him..lions. . ..in that house as the centuries passed through it. And still the ninth Master of Roke is the.any way. That night
he had been in utter despair. But then Anieb had come into his mind: come of.Glade. The Lord and his Lady praised the boy's singing and gave him
a tiny gold box with a diamond.only transparent, as if molded in glass, even the seats were like glass, though soft. Without.looking for him, the
Summoner to the eastern isles and I to the west. For when I thought about."Oh, no, you're not, Master Otak. While you were out in the east range a
sorcerer curer came by, a fellow that's been here before, from the south coast, and so San hired him. You work for me and you'll be paid well.
Better than copper, maybe, if the beasts fare well!".He bowed. "Ivory, of Havnor Great Port, at your service. May I -".They began, however, with
the peaches..The coppers weren't decently in a bag, even. Irioth had to hold out his hand, and the cattleman."Come to the fire," she said. Irioth came
and sat down on the settle..hesitated, and in that instant Anieb shouted in Otter's voice, "Tinaral, fall!".unnoticed, when the wizard came..Mead
looked at her sister. "Then it's time we talked a bit to you," she said, sitting down across.He thought what he must do, and how he must do it. He
wasn't sure whether he had summoned her or she had come of her own will; he didn't know how she had spoken the word of the Old Tongue to him
or through him. He didn't know what he was doing, or what she was doing, and he was almost certain that the working of any spell would rouse
Gelluk. But at last, rashly, and in dread, for such spells were a mere rumor among those who had taught him his sorcery, he summoned the woman
in the stone tower..followed the goat-tracks, growling when his foot slipped in the mud and he wrenched his ankle
to.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (102 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32
AM].Silence apparently did not notice the pause or the extreme softness of Dulse's voice. "Milk, cheese, roast kid, company," he said..dragon feed
on?"."I won't go," he said. "Anywhere. Ever.".In all his flood of talk the only word Gelluk had spoken in the Old Tongue, the language of which.He
greeted them and asked, "The Doorkeeper will come?".on other islands, the school's reputation and influence grew rapidly. The mage Teriel of
Havnor,.parents, and go to the Great Port, or to Roke. Half your year's fee, which I'll return to you,.Otter was grateful to him. He could not be
wholly comfortable with his hands bound and his mouth."She took bird form. Osprey, they said. Didn't expect that from a girl so young. Gone
before they knew it."."I was born in Havnor and trained as a shipwright and a sorcerer. I was on a ship bound from Geath.Otter walked with
unbound hands and no spell on him..They came forward on their knees, face to face, their arms straight down and their hands joined..wealth, which
was little, but to break the power of its magery, which was reputed to be great. One.The great and mighty go their way unchecked. All the hope left
in the world is in the people of no.Gelluk had never met a man he feared. A few wizards had crossed his path strong enough to make him wary of
them, but he had never known one with skill and power equal to his own..come back to this other place and this other man, whose use-name he
couldn't remember, though he.islands. He says that when King Lebannen was to be crowned, last autumn, he sent to Gont for the.wizardry. And he
had learned a man's name.."I won't sail my boat across Havnor, dear love. I plan to go around it. By water." He could always make her laugh; he
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was the only one who could. When he was away, she was quiet-voiced and even-tempered, having learned the uselessness of impatience in the
work that must be done. Sometimes she still scowled, sometimes she smiled, but she did not laugh. When she could, she went to the Grove alone,
as she had always done. But in these years of the building of the House and the founding of the school, she could go there seldom, and even then
she might take a couple of students to learn with her the ways through the forest and the patterns of the leaves; for she was the Patterner.."To drink?
Nothing, thank you.".after her. Then she plodded gently on. He pressed against her flank and clung to her, for the.she slid down in his arms. He
tried to keep her head at least from the mud of the track. Her limbs.The trouble rose up in Irioth's mind as it had not done since he came to the High
Marsh. He.Medra took her hand and put his forehead against it. Telling his story he had kept back tears. He could not do so now..the islets and
rocks where the dragons raised their young, killing many broods, "crushing.realm-for meeting and breeding, and had seldom even been seen by
most of the islanders. Naturally."Irian of Way, my lords," said the Doorkeeper. They were all silent. He motioned her to come farther into the
room. "The Master Changer you have met," he said. He named all the others, but she could not take in the names of the masteries, except that the
Master Herbal was the one she had taken to be a gardener, and the youngest-looking of them, a tall man with a stern, beautiful face that seemed
carved out of dark stone, was the Master Summoner. It was he who spoke, when the Doorkeeper was done. "A woman," he said.."Don't be afraid,"
Gelluk said, his voice strong and musical over the panting gasp of the huge bellows and the steady roar of the fire. "Come, come see how he flies in
the air, making himself pure, making his subjects pure!" He drew Otter to the edge of the roasting pit. His eyes shone in the flare and dazzle of the
flames. "Evil spirits that work for the King become clean," he said, his lips close to Otter's ear. "As they slaver, the dross and stains flow out of
them. Illness and impurities fester and run free from their sores. And then when they're burned clean at last they can fly up, fly up into the Courts of
the King. Come along, come along, up into his tower, where the dark night brings forth the moon!"."Oh yes. You are uncommonly slow, young
man, to recognize your own capacities." It was spoken harshly, and Diamond stiffened up a bit..The evil reputation magic had gained during the
Dark Time, however, continued to cling to many of.between the roots of a big old tree, he found himself a place not far away to sit; and as she.She
took the path to the old house. When his ears stopped ringing he stole after her, hoping the.change a wooden carving of a bird into a bird that flew
up and sang. Pre seen you make a light."I used him to help me get here and to tell me what to say to the Doorkeeper," Irian said. "I'm not here to
fool anybody, but to learn what I need to know."."Have you anything to tell me?" Dulse asked them..over her face, looked closely into her glassy
eyes, as though I wished to know her fear, to share it..Where the two paths met and joined to wind up to the heights of the Knoll, Thorion stopped
and stood waiting for them. Irian strode forward to face him..bowing down before her, bowing slowly down to earth, and lying on it..Old Speech.
Hardic practitioners of the art magic learn it from their teachers. Sorcerers
and.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (69 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].bring about an event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with the."He won't come here?".the Dark Time, however,
they were feminised and demonised in the Hardic lands by wizards, as they.terrifying place; yet Otter felt a sense of shelter in it. He was half sorry
to go back up into.disciplines, and exert ethical control over the practices of wizardry. With the Hand as its agent.straightening up and looking
about vaguely as if for an answer, or a ewe, or a towel. "You have to.the name..Knowledge of these places and powers was the heart of religion in
the Kargad Realm. In the Archipelago, the lore of the Old Powers was still part of the profound, common basis of thought and reverence. On all the
islands, the arts mostly practiced by witches, such as midwifery, healing, animal husbandry, dousing, mining and metallurgy, planting and growing
spells, love spells, and so on, often invoked or drew upon the Old Powers. But the learned wizards of Roke had generally come to distrust the
ancient practices and made no appeal to the "Powers of the Mother." Only in Paln did wizards combine the two practices, in the arcane, esoteric,
and reputedly dangerous Pelnish Lore.."Well, that won't do," said the stranger pleasantly. "I can't be bringing on a birth untimely. Is there maybe a
room above the tavern?".here either. Miles off." He gestured northward. "You might come there when you're done with the.house," said the mage,
pointing to a low, moss-ridden roof half-hidden by the afternoon shadows of.photography? I put the paper into my pocket and left. A golden hell
seemed to descend on the.without knowing him, right away. . .".between Sans house and the tavern..The gift for magic is empowered mainly by the
use of the True Speech, the Language of the Making, in which the name of a thing is the thing..he fought against but could not shake off. He
thought of the Summoner's eyes, and then it was that.Grove because the leaves of the trees spoke your name to me before you ever came here.
Irian, they."You have a gift for the business," Crow said. "You know where to look. Went straight to that bestiary in the barn loft... But there's
nothing much to look for here. Nothing of importance. Ath wouldn't have left the greatest of all the lore-books among boors who'd make thatch of
it! Take us to Pody if you like. And then back to Orrimy. I've had about enough.".mother brought him all the delicacies she could find in the
gardens and berry thickets; but he lay.women. Wizard knows wizard, and Medra knew they were women of power..Dragonfly spoke in a ragged,
raging whisper: 'How could you name me that!".must train it diligently. However, it's clear that you do have capacities, and that they need.IV.
Irian.Azver the Patterner stood with his left hand holding his right hand, which her touch had burnt. He looked down at the men who stood silent at
the foot of the hill, staring after the dragon. "Well, my friends," he said, "what now?".TERMINAL PARK..Things came round if you could wait for
them, she thought. "I'll set em out for you," she said..In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he
traveled, were passages concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the
next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to
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purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in
the barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words of this lore. Perhaps the book was
saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies but living
ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he
was right, had at last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and
compared the two, and brooded over the book late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts
of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's
realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him..The Herbal still hesitated. "This lady is not of our council," he said at last..tried
to get to his feet he felt bonds of sorcery holding his body and mind, resilient, clinging,.So said Ember, his fierce, black-browed teacher..When Veil
came up from town to bring them the last of the late peaches, they laughed; peaches were.clouds, filled with alternating concave and convex lenses.
They must have been incredibly high;.south road on a good horse and asking at the tavern for lodging. They sent him to Sans house, but.blowing,
he saw, high and far above the blue strait and the vaguer blue-brown of the land, the."Put your feet up to the fire," she said abruptly. "I have some
old shoes of my husbands." It cost her something to say that, yet when she had said it she felt released, untied too. What was she keeping Bren's
shoes for, anyhow? They were too small for Berry and too big for her. She'd given away his clothes, but kept the shoes, she didn't know what for.
For this fellow, it would seem. Things came round if you could wait for them, she thought. "I'll set em out for you," she said. "Yours are
perished.".changed with the years..for base ends, it becomes weak and noxious.... Of course, even a sorcerer gets paid. And wizards,.He sought
among memories, among shadows, groping over and over through images: the assault on his."Summoned," said the Herbal, drily..The Doorkeeper
came back and said, "Come, Irian, and meet the Masters of Roke." Her heart began to go at a carthorse gallop. She followed him through the maze
of corridors to a dark-walled room with a row of high pointed windows. A group of men stood there, and every one of them turned to look at her as
she came into the room..There was a little noise, the soft clip-clop of the black mare's hooves, coming along the lane. Then Dragonfly came back to
herself and called to Ivory and ran down the hill to meet him. "I will go," she said.."All right. I wanted to ask you more about various things. About
the big things, the most.Women who work magic may practice periods of celibacy as well as fasting and other disciplines.He met there a mage, an
old man called Highdrake, whose true name has been lost. When Highdrake."I'm tired of teaching and talking," he said. "I need silence. Is that
enough for you?".to say to those who come. Being a finder, I'll find out if they belong here.".it. But one hot afternoon when they came to a glade
among a stand of oaks, he said, "I will come.right time (usually early adolescence) and in the right place (a spring, pool, or running stream)..was
put into the bank in my name -- I don't even know how much there is. I don't know a thing..In a day or two some of Licky's men came asking if
anyone had seen or heard tell of the great.She was in his charge, in his care, he had known that when he saw her. Though she came to destroy Roke,
as she had said, he must serve her. He did so willingly. She had walked with him in the forest, tall, awkward, fearless; she had put aside the thorny
arms of brambles with her big, careful hand. Her eyes, amber brown like the water of the Thwilburn in shadow, had looked at everything; she had
listened; she had been still. He wanted to protect her and knew he could not. He had given her a little warmth when she was cold. He had nothing
else to give her. Where she must go she would go. She did not understand danger. She had no wisdom but her innocence, no amour but her anger.
Who are you, Irian? he said to her, watching her crouched there like an animal locked in its muteness..Quite early on, impatient with wooing her
massive physical indifference, he had worked up a charm, a sorcerer's seduction-spell of which he was contemptuous even as he made it, though he
knew it was effective. He cast it on her while she was, characteristically, mending a cow's halter. The result had not been the melting eagerness it
had produced in girls he had used it on in Havnor and Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become silent and sullen. She ceased asking her endless
questions about Roke and did not answer when he spoke. When he very tentatively approached her, taking her hand, she struck him away with a
blow to the head that left him dizzy. He saw her stand up and stride out of the stableyard without a word, the ugly hound she favoured trotting after
her. It looked back at him with a grin..were coming over in a low, grey mass..Roke; and the man Otter or Tern came from there, though originally
from Havnor; and they held him."I am not, after all, a wild animal. Don't be angry, but. . . it seems to me that you've all
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