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When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and

my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s

mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to

him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee

against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near

thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this

king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor

advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his

troops.'.The Eighteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me

With hopes of thine enjoyment in all security..? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband sift Dust dlxxxii.?STORY OF THE THIEF AND

THE WOMAN..Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy

house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend

[such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me

more."'.What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..We were sleeping one night on the roof, when a woman made her way into

the house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great with child and near upon

her term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming

of the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went

round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see

what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had kindled the lamp, and heard the little one

weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with us thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not

that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye have been my neighbours these [many] years, I

would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our heads; but, when we arose on the morrow,

we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a thief and had practised [on us] a device,

such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.'.? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case;

consider well My words, so thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..Then they ate and

the tables were removed and they washed their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou

gladdenest the place and with thy presence enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the

night hath spread its wings for departure and there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and

touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with

them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised

a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her

fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he

was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for

that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God

prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not

neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his knowledge."

Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord,"

rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her

on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened by this

affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck

not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his

house, married her..As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he

made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they

occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand

(129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he

had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he

bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be

opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to
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cut..33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the

king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..Then they brought the raft

before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and

crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should

covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I

called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and

the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me

friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting

myself by viewing them..When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they

ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am

perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my

brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him,

"By my life, do thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and

drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..? ? ? ? ? When from your land the

breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of

wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's

Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in

men's eyes can be likened to mine?.My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty

and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to

him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of

help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion;

but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the

greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me

two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the

breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the

secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..So he fell to resorting daily to the physician and

committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart, and all this he studied throughly

and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory and have learned his fashion of

muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all the diseases, and there abideth

nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open thyself a physician's shop.'

But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this

city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story

of the Barber's Third Brother clvii.? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears; despair gat hold upon my soul And needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep

forbear..109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..End

of vol. II..Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in

procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from

the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee!

loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him

not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were

in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile,

after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after

which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..Were not the darkness still in

gender masculine, iii. 193..? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..?

? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..When the evening evened, the king summoned the

vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.Now he had a nurse, a

foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with

questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer.

However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she

would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her

son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O
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my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they

will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved

by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth.

Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most

High.'.? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..The Khalif laughed

and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth

and said, "None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this

and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of

the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And

he answered, saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to

her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are

soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and

Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw,

she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that

she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to

me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said

to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it

would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".9.

Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at

every pore..So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid,

whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my

guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of

this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's

owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her,

"O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained

him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to

the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I

rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was

like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.Accordingly, one night,

when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage

and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words

from some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither

deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?'

Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,'

continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and

said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright;

whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast him therein..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor

cclxiii.Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide [their

booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had with them wealth galore, which they were carrying. When

they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are tormenting.' So

they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of the watch come upon

him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound by the feet and by

him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel, a man of many

crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb] and the angels

were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to God the Most

High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of

honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some

of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and

upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the

damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky.
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When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present

were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed

their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said

to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth

alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put

him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!"

Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for

thy blood?".Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..Craft, Women's, ii. 287..When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to

one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the

killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and

cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from

sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst

sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to

prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon

she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii.

17..6. Story of the Hunchback cii.The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.The Fifteenth Night of the Month..Wife, The King and his

Chamberlain's, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows

have left on my tresses their trail..? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..Physician

by his Wife's Commandment, The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure

A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.Now the merchant's wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's

daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she knew that there hung some rare story by him;

so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto

grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me

with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body."

So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him, saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso

goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness before her [and was silent]; and she said to him,

"Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and

give me the answer thereto.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.I am the champion-slayer he warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----.When the

king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his

affair.".When the Khalif heard this, he said, "By Allah, O Jerir, Omar possesseth but a hundred dirhems." (66) [And he cried out to his servant,

saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to him." Moreover, he gave him the ornaments of his sword; and Jerir went forth to the [other] poets, who said to him,

"What is behind thee?" (67) And he answered, "A man who giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and I am well-pleased with him." (68).? ? ? ? ?

? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks

for ruddiness compare..When the king heard his viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the king,

the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest

the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the headsman, so he

might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the youth, "O king,

consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there may fall to them

what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the young man, "how

shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I fear lest there betide

thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king,"

replied the youth,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.The eunuch thanked him and blessed him and mounting, returned

upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a certain road, when he said to him, 'This is where we left him.' Then he took

leave of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on along the road, enquiring of the youth in every village he entered by the

description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased not to do thus till he came to the village where the young Melik Shah was. So he

entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave him news of him; whereat he abode perplexed concerning his affair

and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out homeward]; but, as he passed through the village, he saw a cow

bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his hand; so he looked at him and passed on and took no heed of him

in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in quest be come to the like [of the condition] of yonder sleeping

youth, by whom I passed but now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my travail and weariness! How shall I go about in quest of a wight
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whom I know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, I should not know?'.Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head

between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou

consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my

mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he

related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but

considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste,

for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,'

rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.Presently, one of the slave-girls

brought him a pair of sandals wrought with raw silk and green silk and embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put them in his sleeve,

whereat the slave cried out and said, "Allah! Allah! O my lord, these are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter the

draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of

laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house of easance, where he entered and doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon

the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and an ewer of silver and poured water on his hands and he made the ablution..Viziers, The Ten, i.

61..82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms

souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many

a noble breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!".Then said she, "O king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt

thou drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..As for the woman,

whenas the man went out from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth, saying in herself, 'There is no journeying for me in woman's attire.'

Then she donned men's apparel, such as is worn of the pious, and set out and wandered over the earth; nor did she leave going till she entered a

certain city. Now the king of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried and whom he loved, and she saw the devotee and deeming her a

pilgrim youth, said to her father, 'I would fain have this youth take up his abode with me, so I may learn of him wisdom and renunciation and

religion.' Her father rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up his sojourn with his daughter in his palace. Now they were in

one place and the king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and chastity and nobility of mind and magnanimity and devotion to the

worship of God; but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm said, 'The king's daughter loveth the pilgrim youth and he loveth

her.'.Then he called his servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir

brought him the horses and they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is

grievous to me, O solace of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy

report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and

these twenty years have I not seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go

hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the Most High.".So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the

comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite

thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him

and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than

half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech,

saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than

ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and

indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..153. Julnar of the Sea and

her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia iccxxxviii.?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace, knowst thou not that I, to

look on thee, The world have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion.

As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her

from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with

herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not

thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of

the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to

her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea,

me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am

come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines

nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would

well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and

thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..Sharper, The Idiot and the,
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i. 298..21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.So Abdulmelik went away to his house, whither he found that the money had foregone

him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and acquainted him with what had passed and that he had appointed

Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the appointment

and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth of the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with

the government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the contract of marriage..? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh,

(64) dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).Officer's

Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth.

So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and

amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the

following verses:.15. The Cat and the Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye

doth you contain..Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and

he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the

kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself,

after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and

those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and

bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves

before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the

kings.'.Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she

called her slave- girl Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh

her part of thy booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they

should have gotten her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he

dismissed his mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the

Princess Mariyeh, who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that

thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy

booty. Indeed, it is as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my

vitals were consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and

my home and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and

needs must I send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of

Yemen.".? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..The ship tarried

with him some days, till he should be certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth

and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem

should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind

and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there.

So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein,

a very old man, whom he acquainted with his case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and

set food before him. So he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here,

and thou shall have of me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.Lackpenny

and the Cook, The, i. 9..? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me prohibit, with thy regard austere..? ? ? ?

? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.When she had made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from

any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with

her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.77 The Draper

and the Thief (234) dclxi.Now the king had a brother, whom he had imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the

realm thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed] imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the

king, and the report spread abroad that the king was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and

brought out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had

been long in the prison. So they doubted not but that he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have

slain him and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then

he arose and sitting down on the king's throne, donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered

[in his hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i.

126..Then the king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of
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affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine

affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother

and they rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the

lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".By Allah,

come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's wronged the victory get and God defend the right! (70).143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the

Devil dclxxxvii.When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the

matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou

seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be

still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and

making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know

that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me

aught..? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire straightway..?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..Then will he say

to thee, 'Then thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy

daughter and in her honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the

Law and whose descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a

man who is an ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives,

and I will not let her go, though I be given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce and so shall the

marriage be dissolved and ye be delivered from each other.".? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I

follow on until the very planets wane..11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look that no evil yon do;

Nay, but do good, for the like God will still render to you..So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me

yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.142. El

Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and

prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he

abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth

and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to

him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of

thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that

of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso

acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the

young treasurer,.So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty

[bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in

her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the

youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they

might see what the king should do with him..? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst

doth watch the weary night!.When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and

said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear

lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier.

"What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin,

and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her

marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to

her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars,

anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,'

answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to

the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it

harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he

appointed to him [fresh] allowances..? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..ABDALLAH BEN

NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the

daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with

the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his

slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was
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confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and

that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the

slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the

recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief

(18) is pined..7. Story of the Hunchback ci.The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and

said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it

please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For

that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread

and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when

Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..?Story of King Bihkerd..When they came to themselves, they

wept awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of their case. So the young men vied with

each other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth

the day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel is my slave-girl and she

hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just

king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between

them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed

amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter

in, i. 247..Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224.
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