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Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh
took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him
five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid
of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took
it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and
calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become
drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and
carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning
her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her
commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in three
baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he
said to her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in
this time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called
to him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the
Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to
another eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!"
answered he. "Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and
misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and
to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God
encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round
about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.End of Volume I..There was once, in a
city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand
was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and
the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers
(253) who were content with him..25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.As for the king their father, he
abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The
kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still
invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of
Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the
story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than
that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".The Third Day..So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him
asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother
and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and
his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went
forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself
therein..?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.N.B.--The Roman
numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said,
'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif
danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace),
and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over
(233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the
Faithful.'.118. The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to
infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I
nothing heed..Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with
blood their tears ensue..? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.? ? ? ? ? b.
Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed with understanding and good sense,
and his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his governance and just
in his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for him, so that they
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insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot followed after plot, till
[at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).117. The Righteousness of King
Anoushirwan cccclxiv.[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me
a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which
said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story
of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and
discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know
of her and I will contrive the trick.".? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..Then
said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and
none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder
fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will
revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and
thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and
she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave
[matter].'.On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me
nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after
me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this
that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee
myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed
one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the
kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..NOTE..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her
hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the cup and
drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..One day, another of my friends came to me and
said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.'
However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in
the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first
of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence
of the folk.' And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when
we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power
and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears;
despair gat hold upon my soul And needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance, withouten stint;
indeed, In his own cloak he wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24..There was once a king of the
kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose
relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime.
'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring
the man in question before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is
great?' Then he committed him to a company of his guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'.Now it chanced
that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So
he set out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an
end of her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this
desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to
husband and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most
High.' But she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst
deal compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have
done me a kindness.'.As for Firouz, when he went forth from his house, he sought the letter, but found it not; so he returned home. Now his return
fell in with the king's going forth and he found the latter's sandal in his house, whereat his wit was dazed and he knew that the king had not sent
him away but for a purpose of his own. However, he held his peace and spoke not a word, but, taking the letter, went on his errand and
accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave him a hundred dinars. So Firouz betook himself to the market and bought what beseemeth
women of goodly gifts and returning to his wife, saluted her and gave her all that he had brought and said to her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house."
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"Wherefore?" asked she, and he said, "Verily, the king hath been bountiful to me and I would have thee show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in
that which he seeth upon thee." "With all my heart," answered she and arising forthright, betook herself to the house of her father, who rejoiced in
her coming and in that which he saw upon her; and she abode with him a month's space, and her husband made no mention of her..? ? ? ? ? An
you'd of evil be quit, look that no evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like God will still render to you..AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE
ARABIC TEXT OF.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..? ? ? ? ?
Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".All this while
Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O
Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen
Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art
thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of
the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his
eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied
she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his
turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life!
Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end
and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn?
But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may
speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no
regard for thy life?'.EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).Then I took the present and a token of service from
myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He
read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O
Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the
greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on
the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks
on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the
same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and
silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he
proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj
(214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall
die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment
(215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and
practise] truth and right for themselves.'.So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the
merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking
the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided;
after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their
hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood,
on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and
arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him,
"By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break
my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony
was laid aside from between them..28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon cclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still
followeth content." So runs the rede 'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my
own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his
own house..Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their
talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an
underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how
thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou
Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir
held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him.."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk because
of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and
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tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As for the
king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the
sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth]
not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it,
no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety
and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time!
and God saved him until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".When the king heard his
viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying,
"O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the
like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the
viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of
envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king
said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is
but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by
reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.Then he could brook this no longer; so
he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant
nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not
whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted
down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food
neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon
[the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the
disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the
twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and
apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this
is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and
apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this
that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and
Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the
princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and
when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she
arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh
to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes
that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..On the fourth day, all the troops and the people of
the realm assembled together to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and
paid her the service of the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented
and paid him homage; after which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye
soldiers and subjects, ye know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning
my investment [with the royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's
apparel, so haply my case might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer
lawful to me that I be king and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men are present.
Wherefore, if it like you, do ye set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of God the Most
High and thanksgiving [to Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.Then he
sent for his daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am going to [meet] the clans of Es
Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them, to Allah be the praise and thou shall have of me
largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall
neither to me nor to them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this cometh about, pass over to the Crescent Mountain and take
up thine abode there, and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.Three
Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith I've broken many a heart among the amorous
race.".As we stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art thou here?" And he
answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then said she, "Thou hast
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brought me [hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we fared on, [all three,]
till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture, after which she put
off her [walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought them what they
should eat at the first of the day; moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought them wine and
dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take,
drink," what while she and the young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about upon the ground
and laughing..When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not
restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door.
However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an
illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul
was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his
face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..Ninth
Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all
in vain..Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of the promise and the
troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the
envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.So the merchant went forth, afflicted, sorrowful, weeping, [and
wandered on along the sea-shore], till he came to a sort of divers diving in the sea for pearls. They saw him weeping and mourning and said to him,
'What is thy case and what maketh thee weep?' So he acquainted them with his history, from first to last, whereby they knew him and said to him,
'Art thou [such an one] son of such an one?' 'Yes,' answered he; whereupon they condoled with him and wept sore for him and said to him, 'Abide
here till we dive for thy luck this next time and whatsoever betideth us shall be between us and thee.' Accordingly, they dived and brought up ten
oysters, in each two great pearls; whereat they marvelled and said to him, 'By Allah, thy luck hath returned and thy good star is in the ascendant!'
Then they gave him ten pearls and said to him, 'Sell two of them and make them thy capital [whereon to trade]; and hide the rest against the time of
thy straitness.' So he took them, joyful and contented, and addressed himself to sew eight of them in his gown, keeping the two others in his mouth;
but a thief saw him and went and advertised his mates of him; whereupon they gathered together upon him and took his gown and departed from
him. When they were gone away, he arose, saying, 'These two pearls [in my mouth] will suffice me,' and made for the [nearest] city, where he
brought out the pearls [and repairing to the jewel- market, gave them to the broker], that he might sell them..Selim followed him till he brought him
to an underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at
unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon
there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this
thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a
defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but
slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.?
? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the cup, forthright we signed to past it round And sun and moon unto our eyes shone sparkling from it straight..60. Haroun
Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.38. The Lover who feigned himself a
Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.And for another story of the same kind,' continued the
officer,.As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he
questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to
have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that
there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had
done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the
king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and
slew him..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dccccii.131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.When the king heard this from his son, he
rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook
himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and going down
himself to meet him, received him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his
suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set
with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head
of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor was it long before the
meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the
wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about
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their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians;
so there presented themselves before him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such
wise that they moved the assembly to delight..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.When the old woman saw this, she cried out to
the cook from within the house, and he said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after her till he [overtook the party and]
catching hold of Selim, said [to the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out at him, saying, 'Know that this is
my husband, whom I had lost.' And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan against this Satan!' Therewith
the folk gathered together to them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most part of them said, 'Refer their
affair to the Sultan.' So they referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..69. The Water-Carrier and the
Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of
the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear, even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him
go to his house..? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..When her
people arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled
with me. Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth
morning], the dog began to bark and the other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father,
hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and
understanding, an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had
betided and he abode pondering the affair..? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour
I resent..Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and
willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister
Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as
were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants
of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for
therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter
than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that
they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes
swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..When she had made an end of her
verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking
it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said,
"Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy
requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then
he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.Death, The Man
whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.Now this vizier had many enemies, who
envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance
from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke,
affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he
trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a
sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now
there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel
him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that
the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..Now the late
king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass
out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of
his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to
fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite
him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came
forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat
he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair
and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but,
when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next]
house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid
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hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man,
a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of
the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover,
the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and
returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban,
the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a
face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like
the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description
whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and
the, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for generous men And the niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade..Then the king assembled his
nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none
may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for
that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank
Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained
the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over
thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and
caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took
leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship]
with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him
abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to
the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his
good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to
do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and
prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and
the Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.The Second Night of the Month.49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.When El Muradi
heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the
Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi
answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to place till he came up
with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A
thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none succoured him,
and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk
were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..Then said I, "A man cannot well
accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my
dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I followed her till she
came to a lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the
key." So we took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to
her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may
[refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff."
Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..Then the captain looked on her [and
she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became
accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose
and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from
the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew
that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on
kettle-drums amain..40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and
I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought
her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance;
but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and
humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said
to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode
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three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and
certainty..? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..? ? ? ? ? For
'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my
worth and none can my virtues deny..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and
marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and day..[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes
and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a
city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled
with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was
no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was
[king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and
the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..Then said the king, "How long wilt thou beguile us with thy prate, O youth?
But now the hour of thy slaughter is come." And he bade crucify him upon the gibbet. [So they carried him to the place of execution] and were
about to hoist him up [upon the cross,] when, behold, the captain of the thieves, who had found him and reared him, (141) came up at that moment
and asked what was that assembly and [the cause of] the crowds gathered there. They told him that a servant of the king had committed a great
crime and that he was about to put him to death. So the captain of the thieves pressed forward and looking upon the prisoner, knew him, whereupon
he went up to him and embraced him and clipped him and fell to kissing him upon his mouth. Then said he, "This is a boy whom I found under
such a mountain, wrapped in a gown of brocade, and I reared him and he fell to stopping the way with us. One day, we set upon a caravan, but they
put us to flight and wounded some of us and took the boy and went their way. From that day to this I have gone round about the lands in quest of
him, but have not lighted on news of him [till now;] and this is he.".As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes
and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What
aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a
certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will
be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and
swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I
mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without
worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the
morrow..87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she
attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused
with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not
worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this
till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.? ? ?
? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.On like wise, O king,"
continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall
not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness
and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over them.".? ? ? ? ?
Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what while the stars abide.
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