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It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, ii. 236..When the king heard this from his son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse
with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw
him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and going down himself to meet him, received him with all worship and hospitality and
entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them carpets and
cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and
confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese and
fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate
till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in
order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds
and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there presented themselves before him a score of
damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the assembly to delight..A fair
one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed
and pain and woe redoubled on my head..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her
keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then
said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these
verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an
answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.When she had made an end of
her verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it,
sang thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.70. Aboulaswed
and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.Then they left him and dispersed and one of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide
the treasure without the city. When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired
to the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to
the mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead,
they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he
knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had
taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by
her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his time..They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become
drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and
carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning
her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her
commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in three
baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of those that him did visit she
was, as sick he lay..? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and
decay..? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who
aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i.
126..When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry her
to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring her to his
presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the following
verses:.Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.Wife,
The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife
dcccclxiii.125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story
vi.Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with
a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So
she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her
feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.'
(192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but
that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the
Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this
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wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst
beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the
slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be
with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in
every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to
save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.Now there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali
ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he
should keep him company in his carousals and drink with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that
this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain,
doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should suffer none but him to enter,
allowed him to go in to his master..'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to
the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of
state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a
region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with
weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry
her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up
prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and
the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..Women's Craft, ii. 287..111 El Melik es Zahir
Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx.85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? b. The
Fakir and his Pot of Butter dccccii.8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name
Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a
lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part
of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said,
'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah
destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one
day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to
Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought
to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.On the morrow, he repaired to the druggist, who saluted him
and came to meet him and rejoiced in him and smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of his yesterday's case and he
told him how he had fared, saying, 'O my brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would have entered the chest; but his wife forbade me
and rolled me up in the rug. The man entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it open and abode as he were a madman, going up
and coming down. Then he went his way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till eventide, when she gave me this shirt of her
husband's; and behold, I am going to her.'.One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked long
upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger; so he
gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew [on the
walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the
chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when
he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath and the
adornment and ordinance thereof..Then came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger
against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and
found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden,
with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it
to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the
goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to
question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite,
for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I
did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him."."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el
Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may
heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save
God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising of
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the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard the
girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were painted with
gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down over
their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche and
slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and
said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth the
waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and
kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh
Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh
Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and
kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various
colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es
Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape,
the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after
the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her
presence.'.100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.As for the man, he committed his affair to God
the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising,
saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle;
(140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the
right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he
was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".STORY
OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and
went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh
it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a
damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would
fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered
concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine,
and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs
wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by
the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and
going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence
hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me this.".The king gave him
leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee
be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and
swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will
teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered,
saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a
message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed
at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of
the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face
will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth
the queen, "And I also will say thus.".The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand
dinars, saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the
Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to
them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs..Then El Abbas went in to
Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he
rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her
in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his
kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he
granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter
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thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door,
other than he?" "Heman ben Ghalib el Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated
the following verses:].Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and
those akin to me that hight.Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii.
186..? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..When the day departed
and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the
story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.Now the king had a son, a pleasant child,
called the Amir Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above all things in the
world he loved the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son
than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and
perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with
friends and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I
should entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and
the prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..When the night darkened on her, she called him
to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food.
So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and
I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook
himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see
thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her
to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her
but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with
thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that
to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say
to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.On this wise we abode a whole year, at the
end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month,
behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to
know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a
day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and
how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood."
(187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into
stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..? ? ? ? ? How oft
I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.Then I sang and the
captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the
world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going
forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook
his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of
merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth,
unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I,
"Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay
down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..So I arose and gathering wood and planks
from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with
this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I
shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners
had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what
was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the
stream..159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..So saying, she
rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou
wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no
design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I
have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without
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[making provision for] thine acquittance.".On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben
Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad,
hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets
and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself
before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters
to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus;
and they sought him there and found him not..On this wise they did with her sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of displaying the two
brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King
Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were
comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground before them; wherefore they thanked him and
were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief
officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and
largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his brother..Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..There was
once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted
and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner
goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of
music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for
there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided
was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found
none of them in his house..When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all
things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech,
and know that I am that woman whom they confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's
wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect
and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art
absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind
ccccv.? ? ? ? ? Yea, to Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride..King Azadbekht and his Son,
History of, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels
and made ready passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known;
whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and
awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed
his commandment..Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man
was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to
confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon
Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him
and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so
that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..Then he
bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in
herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the
serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide
in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her,
saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in
him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition
that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a
word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So
she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..When it
was night, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the hearing of the [promised] story. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan,
"Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his wife and
found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he might be
certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I
committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the desire of
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thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are those who
are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she
said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.'
When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from
thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his
throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.? ? ? ? ? q.
The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.Then they betook themselves to a place without the
city, where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and white plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein
cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he
espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by
thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider;
then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it
entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it
reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a
physician by his wife's commandment.".? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me,
heigho!.Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little
Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him
all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on
our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and
imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but
she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her
uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..Accordingly, the servant carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door,
and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he
was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him
to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when
she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in
the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the
Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of those who
(129) had caused us to rue..Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier
redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his
lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..The Sixth Night of the Month.It chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen
in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and
recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I
will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik
Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent him towards the land of
the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that had passed between
them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the other,
'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother, lying
down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the Greeks,
even as I said to thee.'.Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his
house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the
rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it
empty. Then he went round about the house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and
disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop,
whereupon out came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he
took it and going away, passed the night in his lodging..131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning,
when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the
prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no
[helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words
are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy
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household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars,
and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he
heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do
thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God
for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come
also.'.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the
tears course still and still my case bewray..? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things,
but those which the people deny?.? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make
fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dlxxix.When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two
horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the
young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the
damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves
about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared
on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house. The
young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..So the
chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this
ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had
passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a
goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion
and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the
draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.It befell one day that the king had occasion to
make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter
of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth
Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my
heart.'
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