Roman Comique

ROMAN COMIQUE
The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ?
? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant
ccccxl.The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had
gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive
or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned
his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance
and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee,
neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of thy composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin
rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an
accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen
purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair warning, but he would not be
warned..Here Queen Es Shuhba bade them farewell and taking her troops, returned to her palace, whilst the kings also went away to their abodes
and the Sheikh Aboultawaif addressed himself to divert Tuhfeh till nightfall, when he mounted her on the back of one of the Afrits and bade other
thirty gather together all that she had gotten of treasure and raiment and jewels and dresses of honour. [Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went with
her, and in less than the twinkling of an eye he set her down in her sleeping-chamber. Then he and those who were with him took leave of her and
went away. When Tuhfeh found herself in her own chamber and on her couch, her reason fled for joy and it seemed to her as if she had never
stirred thence. Then she took the lute and tuned it and touched it on wondrous wise and improvised verses and sang..The king approved her speech
and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah,
he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother
Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and
envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..Therewith
King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me
from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and well-being and the king
restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last
man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the
changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for
that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He
allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past,
wherein it was avouched to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time
is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).? ? ? ? ?
Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..After this, the authorities compounded with the
highwayman for his submission, and when he came before them, they enriched him and he became in such favour with the Sultan's deputy that he
used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar converse between them. On this wise they abode a great while, till, one day, the Sultan's
deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed aloud. The deputy was angered
against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost thou mock at us, of thy lack of
breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought myself thereanent of an
extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a man, who had with him a
pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of [that which is
in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags and let me go
my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin and turning to it, said, 'Bear
witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten my money.' However, I
took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's testimony.".As for the king
their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with
each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved
him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the
Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to
us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more
diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled
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the people a whole year, after which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from
city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who
was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God
the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his
wronged and envied vizier.".When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past."
And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to
looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he
spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the
more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What
prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from
viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?"
Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173)
lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the
following verses:.On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came
with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed
him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and
largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez
Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and
that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my
heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police
cccxliv.Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to
saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is
the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish
for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying,
'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this
calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By
Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and
weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to
going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).After that I tarried till three days had
elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I
questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an
ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a
day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her
tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.'.So she took the hundred dinars and the
piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced
and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her
even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not
over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to
him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!"
"Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god
but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than
she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter
said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning
to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her
the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and
laughing at one another..When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to
the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be
God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him
return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking
at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and
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at his beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said,
"By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high
purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze
from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter,
she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there
was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her,
after the fashion of kings' daughters..? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore
duresse..22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.[So he fared on towards them] and when he
drew near unto them, he knew them and they knew him; whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his
safety and the folk flocked to him. When he came to his father, they embraced and greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed
unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his
mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..? ? ? ? ? Nay, at
daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..When she had made an end of her verses, she
folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open,
read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be
God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth
she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn
and paper and wrote the following verses:.Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of
Baghdad cclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide; Of thee and of thy love enough have I abyed..48. Haroun Er Reshid
with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate
stoops to no control..? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that breathe were surely first and sole..(Quoth
Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost
and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful
to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I abode with him a while of time and every night I caroused with him [and
entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and betake himself] to his
sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than I and hold not aloof from my presence." And I made answer with
"Hearkening and obedience.".?OF ENVY AND MALICE..When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O
bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best
right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor
among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for
herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the
world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".When King Shah Bekht heard his
vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to
him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and
entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those
who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the
dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king
of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen
Officers of Police, ii. 117.."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after
[repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el
Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].Then he turned to the woman and
said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her husband, first and
last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian
had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the
cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a
grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'I have no
knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of
my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over
with tears at her story..129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.The draper answered with "Hearkening and obedience" and going forth from the
deputy's presence, betook himself to his shop and brought out thence [the casket and] somewhat considerable, which he removed to his house. At
roman-comique.pdf
Page 3/10

Roman Comique

break of day he arose and going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out and shrieked and called [on God for help,] till the folk assembled about
him and all who were in the city were present, whereupon he cried out to them, saying even as the prefect had bidden him; and this was bruited
abroad. Then he made for the prefecture and presenting himself before the chief of the police, cried out and complained and made a show of
distraction..The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all
my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of
which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and
consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him and he with me,
and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook
myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to
them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself
and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they make much of thee and
devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my money and bound myself by
an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying
to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".? ? ? ? ? For the longing that
abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..So she opened the door to him and brought him
in. Then she seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat
down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it
but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of
wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and
I, and she went away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him
and fed him), deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and
abode on this wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and
departed; and at nightfall he went to the bath..The Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of
his boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of
smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was
wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried
her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's
palace..Destiny, Of, i. 136..? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart of them doth
not complain..When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all
his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day.
When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the
fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a
meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen
coming and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great
green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I
know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ?
? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in stead..Barmecides, Er
Reshid and the, i. 189..9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company
of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite
together and counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while
[and tended him] till he recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the
hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she
returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good!
Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not
that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels
and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and
went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful
(with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel,
never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this
Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her
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case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that
the morning may not be hidden.'.When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy
wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him
a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at
rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman,
endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God
willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the
way. The folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them,
whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his
house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with
them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to
them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise
of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance
of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv."Forget him," quoth my censurers,
"forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall,
which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste.
But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the
hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and
became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his
haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his
eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under
the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam
cccclxvi.The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him
the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the
market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to
the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of
those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span
high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth
the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian
aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she
were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that
which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till we came to
Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.This was all the merchant's
good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El
Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and
take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his
servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied
him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to
him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas
cccxxxviii.The First Day..Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts
the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them
and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;]
and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who
have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our
horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most
High, then by thy life.".Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came
to the frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which
they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had
died..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with
him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode
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in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the
town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good.
(231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and
coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for
him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am
resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen.
Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I
fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be
assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy
shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to
slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician
Douban xi.? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.Then he returned to
the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on
him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of
them acquainted the other with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant
to return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the
house and glorified him; and their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a
commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age,
is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my
agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears poured down without relent..Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain
have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with
certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's
brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said
to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who
inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to
him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so
thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig
him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my
wish and care..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear, even as that
of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..Then she arose and going in to the king, found
him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed,
O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth
thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and
thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he,
'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware
of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my
mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'."There was once a man
of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his
father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of
God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but
his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of
improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out
on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..Then the Khalif went in to the Lady
Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful changed of colour?"
"O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole heart;
but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my
sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the
Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady
Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which
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irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith,
'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor
use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him,
redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into
the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to
die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then
gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed,
neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee.
Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and
abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he
would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own
house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his
character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid
hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his
grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..Trust in God, Of, 114..? ? ? ? ? d. The
Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and waxed exceeding wroth and said, "Shall
this happen in a city wherein I am?" And the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch Jaafer, and when he came before
him, he acquainted him with the matter and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and I have no news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all
whom the young Damascene had named [as having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite off their heads. Moreover, he summoned
him whom they called Ahmed and who had been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked him and showed
him favour and bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and invested him with the governance over his city. (43).When Merjaneh had made
an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like
to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the
[same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.The Eighth Day..Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..EL ABBAS AND
THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).? ? ? ? ? I make a vow to God, if ever day or night.1. The Merchant and the Genie i.One night,
when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out
from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak,
which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their
sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of
mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..Then
Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber and bound her eyes and making her sit, stood awaiting a second commandment;
whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful, with thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy
clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to be done with her?" And she said, "Forbear to slay her and send for her
lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she is excused, and if he be not on this wise, then slay her, and this shall be thy
justification against her." (22).?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..My flower a marvel on your heads doth show,
ii. 254..Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so he arose and donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this night, O my lord?"
Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and demand my
slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other, "and go not forth at the like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said
to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down
on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now the watch were at that hour making their round and they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine
that exhaled from him; so they made for it and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense or motion. They poured water upon him, and he
awoke, whereupon they carried him to the house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin,
"I am a stranger in this town and have been with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house and drunkenness overcame me.".When the king
heard this from the vizier, he bade him go away [and he withdrew to his house]..? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I
change nor e'er shall distance us divide..So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days,
and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of
victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all
died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will
bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my
repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were
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a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the
river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some
place.'.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of God, O
damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the
Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to
him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou,"
replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my
chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art
Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at
what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then
the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the
Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his
case..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.'
And the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about
thy business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would have
thee question me of the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no
occasion to question thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the
old man said, 'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have
examined into degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.Abou Temam, Story of Ilan
Shah and, i. 126..He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own
good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and
there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more
extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".As an instance of the extreme looseness with
which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en
bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors,
who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a
volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I
have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to
the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau
Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of
Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my
translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..On the morrow they (199) returned to
their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad
bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most
startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,
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