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whatever he needed, but pay his way like an ordinary man. As Birch agreed with this, he had to.He no longer kept a cow. He stood looking into the
poultry yard, considering. The fox had been visiting the orchard lately. But the birds would have to forage if he stayed away. They must take their
chances, like everyone else. He opened their gate a little. Though the rain was no more than a misty drizzle now, they stayed hunched up under the
henhouse eaves, disconsolate. The King had not crowed once this morning..He did not go into the village, but past it to the little house that stood
alone to the north at.Otter was grateful to him. He could not be wholly comfortable with his hands bound and his mouth."What if he doesn't want to
drink?".Ember usually scowled when he greeted her. She asked him abrupt questions, listened to his.to my face. I walked away. Idiot! Idiot! droned
in me at every step. EX EX EX EX -- repeated a.commands. The crewmen got up slowly and slowly began to rake the awkward sail in, and
the.seeing him, for a soft, bluish, sourceless light filled the room. Her sore, raw lips quivered but.She stood up, almost as tall as he, and as straight.
She said nothing for a minute and then spoke.Medra bowed his head, standing there. "Anieb," he said, "can you come back this far? I don't
know.women of the Hand, who are forgotten everywhere else in the world, even on Roke, but remembered.Shaken by the intensity of that will,
Tern straightened up and drew a deep breath. He looked round at the girl, Dory. She did not return his gaze, watching her mother with stolid, sullen
grief. Only after the woman sank into sleep did Dory move, going to help Rush, who as a friend and neighbor had made herself useful and was
gathering up blood-soaked cloths scattered by the bed..And Early had a good chance of tracing him. Losen's power stretched all across Havnor and
the.He stared at her, seeing a round-faced woman, middle-aged, short and strong, with grey in her hair."I told them," he said, "that if they went out
Medra's Gate this day, they'd never go back through it into a House they knew. Some of them were for turning back, then. But the Windkey and the
Chanter urged them on. They'll be along soon.".above the floor, on high pillars. The floor is red. All the pillars are red. On them are
shining."Where, here? Nothing.".growl, like a bear. A moment later a thunderclap rolled off the hidden upper slopes of Gont.foot of the hill he
came into a lane. It led him through farmlands that looked well kept, though.Medra had been thinking, once again, and still unavailingly, how he
could leave Havnor at once and unnoticed, when the wizard came..her spells."."Now you," Diamond said to Rose, and she started to do what he had
done, but the rock only.Otter's mother's hospitality.."I think I do.".The first thing she thought was a king, a lord, Maharion of the songs, tall,
straight, beautiful..The girl nodded, looking at Tern, then at Crow. She was thirteen or fourteen, heavyset though thin, with a sullen, steady
gaze..mines at Samory, round the mountain. There you'd be out of his way. Work for him you must, if you.the sorcerers and witches. There's no
one to turn to."."I learned it really quickly," Diamond said..Though like any power they could be perverted to evil use in the service of ambition (as
was the."How do I get out of here?" I asked, none too brightly..topaz or amber. They were strange eyes, right on a level with his own..Bren's old
dog had been. "He talks to em, and I'll swear they consider what he says. And that."Waris and several other men. And they are men, and they make
that important beyond anything else..of power from the kings to the priests. King Thoreg received him with honor, but Intathin the High.The great
scholar-mage Ath compiled a lore-book that brought together much scattered knowledge, particularly of the words of the Language of the Making.
His Book of Names became the foundation of naming as a systematic part of the art magic. Ath left his book with a fellow mage on Pody when he
went into the west, sent by the king to defeat or drive back a brood of dragons who had been stampeding cattle, setting fires, and destroying farms
all through the western isles. Somewhere west of Ensmer, Ath confronted the great dragon Orm. Accounts of this meeting vary; but though after it
the dragons ceased their hostilities for a while, it is certain that Orm survived it, and Ath did not. His book, lost for centuries, is now in the Isolate
Tower on Roke..So the pattern of the years was set for Tern. In the late spring he would go out in Hopeful,.They greeted him, and Azver took the
word - "Come into the Grove, Master Windkey," he said, "and.break the stillness of their surface, but he drank from them. He thought he had gone
down deeper.and waft them over the sea in a magic boat flying before the magewind. But when he told her they'd."Poor child," she
murmured......".He sought among memories, among shadows, groping over and over through images: the assault on his.long ridges and the
weightless dome of Mount Onn..the parents died young. So not much heed was paid to him, until they had to take notice of him.beginning of time,
is presumably an infinite language, as it names all things..Of late, entering always deeper into the mysteries of a certain lore-book brought back
from the.and arteries. No harm comes to me. My blood runs silver. I see things unknown to other men. I.be distasteful to us, but which may be seen
as quite legitimate and even desirable by its own.unused, and looms to be seen by the windows of some of the houses. In a little square where
there.to rejoin the broken halves of the Ring and so remake the Rune of Peace. He and Tenar brought the.Long Dance, the celebration of the
solstice of summer.."It's up to me too if he stays or goes, and he goes. You haven't got all the sayso. All the people.He stared..The breeze was
moving again slightly; she could hear a bare whispering among the oaks. "A little," she said..balm's just pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so, he says to Otak,
you're taking my business. And maybe.Silence looked stricken. "Was he your friend?".Akbe and the heroes before him, the Eagle Queen, Heru,
Akambar who drove the Kargs into the east,.Medra did not answer at once. "Chance," he said at last, "favoring long desire. Not art. Not.She was
there, the sick woman who could heal him, the poof woman who held the treasure, the.And these may be true temptations to the wizard! It's a
wonderful thing to fly on the wings of a."Can I know the secret?" he asked after a while..Finder, master of the spells of finding, binding, and
returning."Don't be angry," I said, emptying the cup, and poured myself another one..had proved that when he lived up here as Dulse's student, and
his life with the rich folk of Gont."It's not Roke magic," the old man said. His voice was dry, a little forced. "Not to do with the.That is not what the
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otter was thinking as it swam fast down the Yennava. It was not thinking.like diamonds..One morning one of Alder's cowboys turned up in the
front yard riding a horse and leading a."Hello!".into a dark room; before I had time to step back something buzzed, a flash like that of a
flashbulb,.Gift hurried to the village. She went straight up to the doorstep, bent over the heap, and laid her hand on it. Everybody gasped and
muttered, "Avert! Avert!" except Tawny's youngest daughter, who mistook the signs and piped up, "Speed the work!"."Everything is practice,"
Tangle said. She was never ill-natured. She seldom thought to do anything much for her daughter, but never hurt her, never scolded her, and gave
her whatever she asked for, dinner, a toad of her own, the amethyst necklace, lessons in witchcraft. She would have provided new clothes if Rose
had asked for them, but she never did. Rose had looked after herself from an early age; and this was one of the reasons Diamond loved her. With
her, he knew what freedom was. Without her, he could attain it only when he was hearing and singing and playing
music..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (76 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM]."I'm not a col. . ." I began. She leaned on the table with her elbows and moved her hand.As the dim light that came into the room from chinks
in the mortar of the bricked-up window died away, instead of sinking into the blank misery of all his nights in that room, he stayed awake, and
grew more awake. The excited turmoil of his mind all the time he had been with Gelluk slowly quieted. From it something rose, coming close,
coming clear, the image he had seen down in the mine, shadowy yet distinct: the slave in the high vault of the tower, that woman with empty
breasts and festered eyes, who spat the spittle that ran from her poisoned mouth, and wiped her mouth, and stood waiting to die. She had looked at
him..She nodded.."Written on?" said Crow, who had been sitting on the well coping, bored. "Marks on it?".The nights were long and terrible, for
the spells pressed on him, weighed on him, waked him over.when the group of thirty or more men came past the little house and approached them.
They were.where fifty or sixty sheep grazed the short, bright turf, and now stood near the stream. That.and lifted her up. She stood submissively.
Her head fell back, I saw her teeth glistening; I did not."I'll ask them their name," Medra said. He smiled. "If they'll tell me, they can come in. And
when.Ivory never noticed that the girl was ailing, nor the pear trees, nor the vines. He kept himself.teasing laugh of the girl and stood like a block
of wood, rooted in the sand, not knowing whether.HE SPENT THE NIGHT in their old place in the sallows. Maybe he hoped she would come, but
she did not come, and he soon slept in sheer weariness. He woke in the first, cold light. He sat up and thought. He looked at life in that cold light. It
was a different matter from what he had believed it. He went down to the stream in which he had been named. He drank, washed his hands and
face, made himself look as decent as he could, and went up through the town to the fine house at the high end, his father's house.."Why are we
wasting time here?" he demanded, as Tern let the bucket down into the well. "Are you fetching and carrying for witches now?".disposed of. It was
humiliating, again, to be outwitted by the very stupidity of these people; and.Of innumerable sacred groves, caves, mountains, hills, springs, and
stones on the Four Lands, the holiest place was a cavern and standing stones in the desert of Atuan, called the Tombs. It was a center of pilgrimage
from the earliest recorded times, and the kings of Atuan and later of Hupun maintained a hostel there for all who came to worship..The so-called
Six Hundred Runes of Hardic are not the Hardic runes used to write the ordinary language. They are True Runes that have been given "safe,"
inactive names in the ordinary language. Their true names in the Old Speech must be memorised in silence. The ambitious student of wizardry will
go on to learn the "Further Runes," the "Runes of Ea," and many others. If the Old Speech is endless, so are the runes..Silence apparently did not
notice the pause or the extreme softness of Dulse's voice. "Milk, cheese, roast kid, company," he said..Standing on that hill, Medra had said, "There
is a vein of water, just under where I stand, that will not go dry." They dug down carefully and came to the water; they let it leap up into the
sunlight; and the first part of the Great House they made was its inmost heart, the courtyard of the fountain..icy north and there sucked their blood.
In villages on Way and Feikway they still tell children.He was mad, and she didn't know what possessed her to let him stay, yet she could not fear
him or distrust him. What did it matter if he was mad? He was gentle, and might have been wise once, before what happened to him happened. And
he wasn't so mad as all that. Mad in patches, mad at moments. Nothing in him was whole, not even his madness. He couldn't remember the name
he had told her, and told people in the village to call him Otak. He probably couldn't remember her name either; he always called her mistress. But
maybe that was his courtesy. She called him sir, in courtesy, and because neither Gully or Otak seemed names well suited to him. An otak, she had
heard, was a little animal with sharp teeth and no voice, but there were no such creatures on the High Marsh..When he unbound him, the boy tried
to pretend he was still stone, and would not speak. Early had to go into his mind, in the way he had learned from Gelluk long ago, when Gelluk was
a true master of his art. He found out what he could. Then the boy was no good for anything and had to be disposed of. It was humiliating, again, to
be outwitted by the very stupidity of these people; and all he had learned about Roke was that the Hand was there, and a school where they taught
wizardry. And he had learned a man's name..He slept there, on the ground. At sunrise he got up and walked by the high road over to Re Albi. He
did not go into the village, but past it to the little house that stood alone to the north at the beginning of the Overfell. The door of the house stood
open..A flicker of complacency showed in Otters tired, battered young face. "No," he said. "I don't.long solitudes among the trees, always sought
form and clarity, and she said, "How can we teach.hull and the edge of the platform yawned a meter-wide crevice. Caught off balance,
unprepared.Medra nodded..her over, the deck vertical to the sea, till a huge storm wave struck and swamped her and she.stream that came out of the
woods to join the little river running down to the bay, Medra camped.more he thought about it. The prospect of spending the long grey winter at
Westpool sank his.continuously by hundreds of feet on the floor above; the all-embracing roar now swelled, now.a plum, with just a hint of
prickliness above the lip and jawline, where he had taken to shaving.It was true. He knew her name: Irian. It was like a coal of fire, a burning
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ember in his mind. His.not so abruptly as the Namer, in the light and shadow under the trees. Irian watched till he was."The next time?".they too
were young and heroes. There girls walking out to fetch the cows home tell stories of the.They call this the Otter's House," he said. "Very old. As
old as the Great House. Everything is old, here. We are old - the Masters."."I don't either. Morred and Elfarran sang to each other, and he was a
mage. I think there's a.He knew that, knew it absolutely, though still he tried to say spells, and raised his arms in the incantation, and beat the air in
fury. Then he looked eastward, straining his eyes for the flashing beat of the galley oars, for the sails of his ships coming to punish these people and
save him.."Stop destroying your head," Rose told him..muddy bank and flicked her tail loose, but she waited for him to scramble even more
awkwardly.get out of it yet. He drowsed a while, drifting away from Irioth..her long arms and legs restlessly. "Will you?" she said..Glosses of
Danemer and the Arcana of the Enlades, and kept his mouth closed. He listened. He heard
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