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When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so he
comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging..One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord,
the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went along,
he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the house and stood there
till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way
into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles
therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by
my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to abstain from the fair, Nor to love Mecca's vale for my profit I
care;.? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of
glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of
the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and
the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..El Abbas went in and passed
from place to place and chamber to chamber, till he came to the chamber aforesaid and espied the portrait of Mariyeh, whereupon he fell down in a
swoon and the workmen went to his father and said to him, "Thy son El Abbas hath swooned away." So the king came and finding the prince cast
down, seated himself at his head and bathed his face with rose-water. After awhile he revived and the king said to him, "God keep thee, (60) O my
son! What hath befallen thee?" "O my father," answered the prince, "I did but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed me a thousand regrets and
there befell me that which thou seest." Therewithal the king bade fetch the [chief] painter, and when he stood before him, he said to him, "Tell me
of yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters of the kings; else will I take thy head." "By Allah, O king," answered the painter, "I limned
it not, neither know I who she is; but there came to me a poor man and looked at me. So I said to him, 'Knowest thou the art of painting?' And he
replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to him, 'Make us a rare piece of work.' So he wrought yonder portrait and went away and I
know him not neither have I ever set eyes on him save that day.".When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon
quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang
three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the
season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and
kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh
and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there
came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now
she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and
when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to
stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy
with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried
him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that
we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He
said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on
this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the
fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and
said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed
unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he
hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and
not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him
and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that
pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty
to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son
reigned in his stead..El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as
was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.As soon as his father-in-law had departed for Samarcand, King Shehriyar summoned the
grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent banquet of all manner rich meats and exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, he bestowed on them
dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the kingdoms between himself and his brother in their presence, whereat the folk rejoiced. Then
the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they accorded with each other, what while their wives continued in the love of God the Most
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High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the provinces were at peace and the preachers prayed for them from the pulpits, and their
report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of them [to all countries]..99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.35. Isaac of Mosul's
Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over
running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath
sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess,
to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down
and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii.
183..Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till
presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came down [from the mast], weeping, and said,
'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have fallen into a predicament (203) from which
there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost,
despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they were left
without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found themselves on a long island, whose shores
were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and whose crews had perished; and there also
were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods without number and riches past count So we abode confounded, drunken,
amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance availed
not in that place..? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from
me, their lover, and say.? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".? ?
? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.? ? ? ? ? The
billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.? ? ? ? ? Well-ground
my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i.
195..? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..? ? ? ? ? Where
lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy
chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered,
"With all my heart. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.98. Isaac of Mosul and
the Merchant ccccvii.By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's wronged the victory get and God defend the right!
(70).When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth with all this
love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and his
wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent
back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine
outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if
thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he knew
that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs
must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for generous men
And the niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade..?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..After a few days, his brother returned and finding
him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the
return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they
concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen
none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman
imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that
woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had
circumvented the Afrit..When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the
sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and
the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the
goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of
El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and
delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that
which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the
strings..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of
the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..Sharper, Story of the Old, ii. 187..Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames
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in my liver are, iii. 111.? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky, unflecked with white;.When El Abbas
heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will
stand thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and
seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me
[who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O
champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that
help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of
a mountain..When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that which his father had done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell
to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left him and he abode two days without tasting food, at the end of which time he took a
handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and milk with the price and left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog
came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the man returned and saw this, he buffeted his face and went forth, distraught, at a venture.
Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou
wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying, "The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?' And he reviled
him..One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad
them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to
return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their
former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped
them in prison..? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in
affluence and content.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said,
"He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..Cairo (The Merchant
of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou counsellest well," and locking up his shop,
betook himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and instructed them how they should do, [even
as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So they answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and on the
morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi, who received him with obsequious courtesy and seated him
beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning him of matters of selling and buying and of the price current
of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him of all whereof he asked him..? ? ? ? ?
Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to
the folk and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight
and that of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who
were present about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they
should keep guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between
them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God
the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him
who had reunited him with his family..When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him,
"Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the
bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was
grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable
entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold
off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this,
conceal not from me aught..Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and the, i. 301..Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to
all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding,
"And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all
assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all
agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him.
Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?"
And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst
his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while
Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother xxxi.When the messenger came to King
Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and
drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that
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his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou
deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter
and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.I
swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.Favourite and her
Lover, The, iii. 165..So saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled
the beating upon her, till the folk heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen,
am I not the Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not
of his madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth
this youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the
Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..Then
said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the
Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.The First Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two
Kings dcxvi.So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other
welcomed him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when
he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband
went round about the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was
certified that the house was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and
weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of
fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving
in his heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode
enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to
the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then said
Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the
Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of thy
composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be
content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses
(257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her
father had given him fair warning, but he would not be warned..61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid
ccclxxxi.After three days, the old woman came to him and bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the stuffs, demanded the casket. (122)
When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city; and when she came before the Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did
not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their salvation (123) in the cities, and we
foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked the prefect; and she answered, "Yes;
but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with
me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he shall give ear unto and obey me
therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and whoso
cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered they and stood at the door,
whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came out to them and their
standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it heavily and violently, so that they came
nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so he returned to his comrades and said to
them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went away."When they heard his
words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that she had
laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this woman and that which she contrived
of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending that his conduct was but a trick; yet,
when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.Now the king had a brother, whom he had imprisoned in that
pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed] imprisonment grew long, the
king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king, and the report spread abroad that the king was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon
him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the king's brother, for that he was the
nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long in the prison. So they doubted not but that he was the prince in question and
said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou Sabir was silent and spoke not a
word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose and sitting down on the king's throne, donned the royal raiment and
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discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him and the people inclined to him
and many were his troops..? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..Presently, the king [of the city]
was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat
for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered
concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in
thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of
the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old
man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O
Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,'
answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung,
such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers,
that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned
to the first mode and sang the following verses:.Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the
troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation,
for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among
his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king
to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier
be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name
(166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother].
(167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).After your loss, nor
trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and
traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155)
wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of
justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire,
(158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the
Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched
his vizier in quest of his younger brother..? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should
be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart
of them doth not complain..? ? ? ? ? Yea, to Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride..? ? ? ? ? I am
become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might
[of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met
them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers;
yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a
garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water.
So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the other bank and returned
for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her, came to the place [where
he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an old woman, engaged in
making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none gave him news of them
and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment,
and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I
should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they
vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..After this came the horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's wife, and
complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching that she was his wife. The king bade bring her before
him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with her before him, and when the king saw her, he
knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware of the troops, that they murmured against him and
spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God the Great, I am not the king's brother! Nay, I
am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think that I am the king's
brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king who sought protection of me and I
despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my native land and banished me, without
due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As for the thieves who proffered
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repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid me by the road and despoiled
me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I avenged myself
on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I slew, the woman I took from
him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and my deed that I have done
was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk heard this, they marvelled
and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to him, marvelling at that
which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and how he had raised
himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from the throne into the
pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its sweetness and the fruit of
haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer,
"it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble, and it is the chiefest of their
reliance, especially for kings.".? ? ? ? ? I am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of every upright man should with his speech
agree..As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the
door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not
themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and
questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had
locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade
break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and
we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..As
stated In the Prefatory Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which three are more or less complete)
exist of the Arabic text of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta (1814-18). The first
two are, for purposes of tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is
the most complete of all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of Contents for these two Editions. The
Breslau Edition, though differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles them in containing the full number (a
thousand and one) of Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first two hundred Nights and the Voyages of
Sindbad, as a separate Tale..When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from
sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days
of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following verses:.83. The Woman's Trick against her
Husband cccxciii.How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot
shut thy memory from my spright..Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..So Selim came
forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to end, till the time of their
coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which had betided him
[with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the cook had made
him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how life was not pleasant to
him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with that which had betided
him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I
beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and
be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of
black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths,
and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a
bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing
other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding
and amazed the wit..? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me
free,.Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He
opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This
fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang
up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my
dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in another..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are
joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..When her husband heard this, he said to her, 'What
is thy name and what are the names of thy father and mother?' She told him their names and her own, whereby he knew that it was she whose belly
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he had slit and said to her, 'And where are thy father and mother?' 'They are both dead,' answered she, and he said, 'I am that journeyman who slit
thy belly.' Quoth she, 'Why didst thou that?' And he replied, 'Because of a saying I heard from the wise woman.' 'What was it?' asked his wife, and
he said, 'She avouched that thou wouldst play the harlot with a hundied men and that I should after take thee to wife.' Quoth she, 'Ay, I have
whored it with a hundred men, no more and no less, and behold, thou hast married me.' 'Moreover,' continued her husband, 'the wise woman
foresaid, also, that thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of the bite of a spider. Indeed, her saying hath been verified of the harlotry and the
marriage, and I fear lest her word come true no less in the matter of thy death.'.? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk;
And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things
distant draw near and easy be..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.Hardly was the night come, when he went in to
his wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he
might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence
have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the
desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are
those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss
him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him
and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I
have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he
did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not
come.'
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