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THE DECORATION OF LEATHER
? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he
said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and
come again at eventide..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.The learned man bethought him
awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man
lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes
put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for
whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of
the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary
or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his
wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he
had brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her,
'What is this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O
king!' answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her
with her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken
prisoner and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them;
and he went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to
him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl
from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel
opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the
old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed.
Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I
come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent
friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel,
'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait]
till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE
SAILOR..Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and
laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is
this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after
yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know
not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.'
'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love
for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her,
'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his
unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and
reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and
bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself
before the king.].When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he
said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.6. Story of the Hunchback cii.Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..8.
Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves;
so he took them, after he had beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that
thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the
lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and
jealousy of him hath gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of
the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel
issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..It chanced one day that he fell in upon a
company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The
latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought
shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king,
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'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he
imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..May the place of my session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.? ? ? ? ?
Would we may live together and when we come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb to lie!.There was once a king named
Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the
goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons,
one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's
name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..When the youth had made an end of his story, the
king's anger subsided a little and he said, "Restore him to the prison, for the day draweth to an end, and tomorrow we will took into his affair.".? ? ?
? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the
Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.When the king heard this from his son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty
amirs of the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his
chamberlains open the doors to him and going down himself to meet him, received him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the
utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a
chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers
and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons
and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had
eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair
slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other
jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there presented themselves before him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and
rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the assembly to delight..Then he gave the cup to the Khalif, saying,
"Drink [and may] health and soundness [attend it]! It doth away disease and bringeth healing and setteth the runnels of health
abroach.".Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for
many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy
permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was
exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the
affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us
out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which
befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee,
and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings and others than they with their women, but the exposition is long and
hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for the
wise.".When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for the
march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the
trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review
and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the
commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank
of the Tigris..82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said,
'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on
guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising
up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the
Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's
servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief
eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the
Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.So Es
Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of
cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies and broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then
Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her,
'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and
obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following verses:.141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.They gave not over drinking and
carousing till the middle of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished
or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the
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power of commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in
thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein
four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will
complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I
may beat each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before
them, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what
I wish and no more.".Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all, i. 48..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most
like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear, even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's
heart and bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her
seductive air..37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of
the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company,
and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit.
He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he
acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the
eunuch], aswoon..As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught hold of him; and he said to her, "God on thee, let
me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must be so and there is no
help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore to her. Then he entered his father's treasuries and
took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he bade his servant Aamir
saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and mounting his horse, set
out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.? ? ? ? ?
Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..114. El Abbas and the King's Daughter
of Baghdad dcccclxvi.161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad
and his Women and Viziers dcccxciz.Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? I
am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of every upright man should with his speech agree..? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine
enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is
still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach can make it whole?.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For
the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.163. Abdallah
the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the
standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war.
Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in
his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the
third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife
raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased
not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning
themselves [and the issue of their affair]..Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we
had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very
sun had borrowed from her face..Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..As I sat one day in my shop, there
came up to me a fair woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat
down on [the bench before] my shop and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know
not her name." Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she
ascend to heaven and where is the ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to
wit, the palace of El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for
needs must she return unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to
go out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".65. The Simpleton and the
Sharper dclii.1. The Merchant and the Genie i.When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him
rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments
that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent
moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy
lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried
out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses
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pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the
dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their
melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love
of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly;
whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that
which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth.
(144).?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device
for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the
money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered it with him,
whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up
came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to
looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail,
saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..The news came to the rest of the
kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh
Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard
this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and
indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered
themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the
Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?'
Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his
folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of
Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.101.
The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo dcclxvi.? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's
grief (18) is pined..165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the
cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion
mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in
very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the
cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the
Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..This was
grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called her slave- girl Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El
Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to
him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should have gotten her leave and permission. When she
entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine
errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh, who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her
salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse
embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her."
Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my
longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and my home and my wealth, and it was with her that began the
hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I send her somewhat whereby she may remember
me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of Yemen.".Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? My heart
bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.20. Haroun er Reshid and the
three Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..A friend of mine
once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a
blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us
not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the
like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of
an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had
he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or
intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till
he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy
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memory from my spright..So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to
wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon
him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch
and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this
talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they;
and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is
wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..? ? ? ? ? a.
The Mouse and the Flea cli.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.There was once a man who
was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by
night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man
aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he
went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..?Story of Prince Bihzad..Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.God, Of Trust in, i. 114..I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii.
21..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever
near,.When the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and that which the vizier promised him], and he bade the latter
depart to his own house..So he sat down upon the throne of the Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present] came up to kiss the
earth before him and called down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the Barmecide and
kissing the earth, said, "May the wide world of God be the treading of thy feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire the habitation of
thine enemies! May no neighbour transgress against thee nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and ruler of [all]
countries!".Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the
splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i.
247..?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.So the old woman returned to the lover and said to him, "I have skilfully contrived the affair
for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that we have marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and bespeak him of the turban-cloth,
[saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to get mended, and she took it and
went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand of me the turban-cloth], to the
intent that I may amend her case with her husband and that thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the draper's shop and sat down by him
and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other said, "Knowest thou what is come of
it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it befell that the turban-cloth was burnt in
two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went away with it; and I know not her
abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of having wrongly suspected his wife] and marvelled at the story of the
turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her..Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth
damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and
the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following
verses:.?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..WP="BR1">.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? The curtain
of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..When she had made an end of
her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my
lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.' So he looked and saw riches such
as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls and magnificent
dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had
bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and
those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the head of the
circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein
were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to
describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..Old Woman, the
Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles
lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the
kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then
she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of
the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables
were removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and
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flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..?STORY OF THE
LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I
may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The
state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its
production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially
is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single
instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered
into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in
those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in
the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once
more to tender my warmest thanks..As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!"
So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and
said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's
succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled
from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas
cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what
was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from
him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and
melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he
used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that
town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not
over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if]
to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came
and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii.
105..Clemency, Of, i. 120..Son, The History of King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand
dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of thee, O thou
who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present were
confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and rejoicest
their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy palace and
placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her none of the
Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool, made the
ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him after her and
wept sore..As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of
that which she had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and
bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and
when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee
mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch
her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and
solacement who spend,.? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my
design;.Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and
plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.13. Seif el Mulouk and
Bediya el Jemal ccxci.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the
country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing
them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all
that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now
the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged
them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that
they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as
they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship
[for the other of them]..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, ii. 224..Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round about in
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the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers whom they found there. So they went forth and brought him much
people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make proclamation
that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing the earth
before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?" "Yes,"
answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a slave-girl [and
he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the world, without
fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and behold it hath
been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ?
? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..? ?
? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..It befell one
day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to
sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise
he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from
him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with
him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is
the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou
give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of
this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning
their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third
Officer's Story dccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup, my mates and I, Till in the Eastward heaven the day-star did appear..? ? ?
? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..However, he would not be denied,
and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a
scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he
bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed
she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement
the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought
[thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found
her not..When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went
out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his
dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the
Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..? ? ? ? ? d. The
Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens,
male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the
vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and
after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against
each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from
each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So
he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the
regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly
by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better
than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man
whose caution slew him."
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