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THE FRIENDLY ARCTIC
Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress

dcclvi.When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own house and that

the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?' 'Yes, O my

brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished his shop.

(199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer would have

wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200) and shut

the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and went

round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of the house till the

morrow..? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired;

but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he

sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!).

Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this

(178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he

trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise,

spending freely and using not thrift..? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I

did enshrine..Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned

sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and

sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded

me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I

brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and

when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Ishac stared at

her and seizing her hand, said to her, 'Know that I am bound by an oath that, when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she shall not make an end

of her song but before the Commander of the Faithful. But now tell me, how came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer five months and wast

not sold to any, and thou of this skill, more by token that the price set on thee was no great matter?'.107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old

Woman ccccxxiii.When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in

my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of

any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and

his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him,

but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a

score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the

bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of

poverty.'.33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed

to depart and leave me to despair?.66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.Now the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the

ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people and of the king's

kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder

strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon

the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that

thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed,

the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when

they looked on her, they found her a woman..The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander

of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76)

one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some

sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth

through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the

stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the

son of a champion of the Arabs.".Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.? ? ? ? ? O thou

my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed;

When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard
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by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share

their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped

therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then

they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till

he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother xxxi.When she

had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she slept..When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his

heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I

may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour."

So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors

and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111)

among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El

Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till

thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the

palace of the Commander of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I

doubt not but thou hast found thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length of thy continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed found him!"

Now Er Reshid was leaning back; but, when he heard this, he sat up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!"

answered she; and he said, "Bring him into my presence, so I may see him." But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and

his charms are changed and his favour faded; and indeed the Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend him the rest

of the month and then bring him to do his service to the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but

tell me what hath betided him." "O my lord," answered she, "may God prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy

harbourage and the fire the abiding-place of thine enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case

and will name unto thee those who have wronged him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may

God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him the mastery over the rebel and the froward!".Then said he whom she had delivered from torture and for

whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in his house, for that her beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to

yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to the Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who

wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.Then Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber

and bound her eyes and making her sit, stood awaiting a second commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the

Faithful, with thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he,

"What is to be done with her?" And she said, "Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she

is excused, and if he be not on this wise, then slay her, and this shall be thy justification against her." (22).Abou Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i.

126..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and the Princess Dunya cvii.(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained

him by night [with stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of

honour and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I

abode with him a while of time and every night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when

drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than I

and hold not aloof from my presence." And I made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and

gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of

Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to

him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and

ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the

prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers

and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him

and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.Akil rejoiced in the

coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade

go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or small, freeman or slave, should tarry behind. So they did his bidding and going forth

all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met him, they all dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced

and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where tents were

pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise they abode

twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who

made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so
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he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife

and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou

obey me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir,

thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than

everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.'

Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).146.

The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.?THE SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and

showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from

behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that

wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful

of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou

slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin

against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.?Story of King Bekhtzeman..When

the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day

long..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,'

answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so

he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a

serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and

love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again

betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him

what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..When they reached the city, the

king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they presented themselves

before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we

were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them and took this boy

prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would

fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then the king

dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his father the king

knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he

pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth

therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in

well-doing..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and

Hindbad the, iii. 199.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.The Eighth Day..Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the

second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side

locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much

people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of

window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and

they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is

she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His

Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show

us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the

contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the

signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when

the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to

her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the

witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas

and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to

admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw

her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he

bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon

"We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.When the vizier returned to
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the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.Eighth Officer's Story, The,

ii. 155..Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt

with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started

up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one,

doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..? ? ? ? ?

? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter

of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? For

'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..One day he went forth to the chase

and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a

musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted

her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily

sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By

the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my

service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine

account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of

them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like

of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered

Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted,

for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to

her palace..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon aye;.123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire

without Hurt cccclxxi.At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller

and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.Then they spread him a

prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of

twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth!

This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander

of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about

him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch

went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of

judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim

and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing

bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and

men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..? ? ? ? ? I am content,

for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will, let him chide..The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for

Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in

Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he

ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness

and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried

and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and

fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his

children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of

Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of

their story..?STORY OF THE SINGER AND THE DRUGGIST.."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are

we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken."

When she knew that he would not consent to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the

food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame

towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".? ? ? ? ? f.

The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that I am a maiden oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of

me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul of favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is

no distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a rich man, having wealth galore, [and saith not on this wise but] because he is a niggard and

grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is loath to marry me,] lest he be put to somewhat of charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most
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High hath been bountiful to him and he is a man puissant in his time and lacking nothing of the goods of the world." "Who is thy father," asked the

young merchant, "and what is his condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme Court, under whose hand are all the Cadis

who administer justice in this city.".Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were

restored to him, i. 285..When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard

their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he

thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and

bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over

them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the

Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that

which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him

with his family..Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the

Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him and

handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee

again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and

thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and

coming..When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the

[other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in

fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and

execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to

defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do

what he will.".Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him, "May

the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of weal

and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I done to

injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the

door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy predicament."

And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his

mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words,

to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH

AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and

pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.? ? ? ? ? And all the desert spaces devour, whilst to my rede, Or if in sport or earnest, (93)

still Aamir giveth ear..47. El Melik en Nasir and the three Masters of Police cccxliii.? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall

the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.The first who sought her in marriage was King Nebhan of Mosul, who came to her with a great

company, bringing with him an hundred she-camels laden with musk and aloes-wood and ambergris and as many laden with camphor and jewels

and other hundred laden with silver money and yet other hundred laden with raiment of silken and other stuffs and brocade, besides an hundred

slave-girls and an hundred magnificent horses of swift and generous breeds, completely housed and accoutred, as they were brides; and all this he

laid before her father, demanding her of him in marriage. Now King Ins ben Cais had bound himself by an oath that he would not marry his

daughter but to him whom she should choose; so, when King Nebhan sought her in marriage, her father went in to her and consulted her

concerning his affair. She consented not and he repeated to Nebhan that which she said, whereupon he departed from him. After this came King

Behram, lord of the White Island, with riches more than the first; but she accepted not of him and he returned, disappointed; nor did the kings give

over coming to her father, on her account, one after other, from the farthest of the lands and the climes, each glorying in more (54) than those who

forewent him; but she paid no heed unto any of one them..When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king,

delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so

the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by

this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the

vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life

from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath

appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne."

"Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre

thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked

Elders cccxciv.Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come

the-friendly-arctic.pdf

Page 5/11



The Friendly Arctic

thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a

nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that

he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and

the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head

liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.So she gave him the lute and he

forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis

cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on

therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;'

and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by

her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow,

fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..On like wise, O king," continued the youth, "whilst

fortune was favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me, everything turneth against me.".62. Abdallah ben

Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.On this wise she abode a great while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay

her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At

this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth, abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber

belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back, trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king

saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he, 'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest

thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah

Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching; [and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and

clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end

of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit

worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who

took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon

these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me;

Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.When the troops entered Baghdad,

each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and commanded to slaughter for the troops, each

day, that which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased not to come to him and eat of

his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents and rarities and he requited them many times the like of their gifts,

so that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited abroad among the folk of the deserts and the cities..Awake, Asleep

and, i. 5..It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants

of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to

their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were

concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in

generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left

with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant

said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and

thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed

together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between

them..THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is

and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master

came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that

meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about.

Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I

fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his

back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain

place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned

to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew

that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the bones..I was once an officer in the household of the Amir

Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and

he concealed from me nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported
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to him that the daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private

with her, and they passed the day eating and drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this

story, but one night he summoned the watchmen of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the

street in question one night; but know not for certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what

place he entereth." So the watchman went out and kept his eye on the Jew..It chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the

young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing

him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee

somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and

certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks,

near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that had passed between them,

whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou

come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising

up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said

to thee.'.Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market began to come up to him, by ones and twos, to give

him joy, and said to him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou hast

forgotten us; surely, the charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give thee

joy." And they made mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away

from him, and when it was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a

garden. She was yet more richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and grace than on the previous day, so that she

made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the

Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king

heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and

cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was

alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will

cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him,

if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..55. The

Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way

(99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of

Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were

thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves.

Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the

folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the

son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him,

saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they

took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf.

(248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who

is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon

Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and

they ate and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising

verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh

answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took leave of her and went away to

Meimoun's palace. (249).Then the king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking

to the issues of affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the

issue of thine affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let

bring his mother and they rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more

grievous than the lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore

concern.".Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.As he was about to go away,

the cook said to him, 'O youth, doubtless thou art a stranger?' And he answered, 'Yes.' Quoth the cook, 'It is reported in one of the Traditions [of the

Prophet that he said,] "Loyal admonition is [a part] of religion;" and the understanding say, "Admonition is of the characteristics of the true

believers." And indeed that which I have seen of thy fashions pleaseth me and I would fain give thee a warning.' 'Speak out thy warning,' rejoined
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Selim, 'and may God strengthen thine affair!' Then said the cook, 'Know, O my son, that in this our country, whenas a stranger entereth therein and

eateth of flesh-meat and drinketh not old wine thereon, this is harmful unto him and engendereth in him dangerous disorders. Wherefore, if thou

have provided thee somewhat thereof, (71) [it is well;] but, if not, look thou procure it, ere thou take the meat and carry it away.' 'May God requite

thee with good!' rejoined Selim. 'Canst thou direct me where it is sold?' And the cook said, 'With me is all that thou seekest thereof.' 'Is there a way

for me to see it?' asked the young man; and the cook sprang up and said, 'Pass on.' So he entered and the cook showed him somewhat of wine; but

he said, 'I desire better than this.' Whereupon he opened a door and entering, said to Selim, 'Enter and follow me.'.?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND

HINDBAD THE PORTER..Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..Woman of the Barmecides,

Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night" and the present "Tales from the Arabic" have

now before them a complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the tales contained in the four printed (Arabic) Texts of the original work

and I have, therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my Translation, full Tables of Contents of these latter, a comparison of

which will show the exact composition of the different Editions and the particulars in which they differ from one another, together with the manner

in which the various stories that make up the respective collections are distributed over the Nights. In each Table, the titles of the stories occurring

only in the Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics and each Tale is referred to the number of the Night on which it is begun..? ?

? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..Accordingly, the servant

carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor]

to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as

the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get

thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it

from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I

am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this

world. Amen.".Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By

Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and

smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and

called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By

Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between

himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of

his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and

took rest for himself..? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled,

clear..42. Er Reshid and the Barmecides dlxvii.When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is

at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country.

So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said

to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and

sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without recourse;

wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..So the prince's father and his uncle and his

mother and the grandees of the realm repaired to his tomb and the princess made lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a

whole month; then she let fetch painters and caused them limn her portraiture and that of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their

story and that which had befallen them of perils and afflictions and set it [together with the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they

departed from the place. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the

trooper and what passed between them.".Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to him, we ate and drank and

talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there

befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come home with me].

Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day,

her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He

opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding fear and

foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open not to me, I

will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at

the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy

or public," answered I, "open to me.".Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from

his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may

be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who
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is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art

thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was

certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going

about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to

know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who

may with abjectness infect my royal line..His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..Now there was with him a youth and he said,

"By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither."

Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen

goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with

palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).? ? ? ? ? The Lord's

alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship,

and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall

among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but

you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the

children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all

thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the

sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast

them into the sea.
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