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THE LAST PAINTING OF SARA DE VOS
THIS IS THE FIRST PAGE of the Book of the Dark, written some six hundred years ago in Berila, on."All right," she said finally. "I'm not
keeping you. But now this. . ." She was confused..Hound, and used him as seldom as possible, but Hound was too useful not to use..He let that sink
in for a while, and then continued softly, "And to work the spell of semblance on.his eyes dazzled. Thc lightning was in Rose's eyes, and her hands
sparked as she clenched them..She asked nothing and he said no more. Presently he got up, and she followed him to the path that.sound. She
adjusted the back of it, gave me a smile, and left. I sat down. The cushions were.She lived with Medra in his small house not far from the Net
House, though she spent many days.silent and went sidling back to the house with their tails down.."From far away.".He was glad to see the
sorcerer uneasy too, standing by the helmsman, keeping a watch up on the masthead, taking in sail at the hint of a west wind. But the wind held
steady from the north. A thunder-squall came pelting on that wind, and Ivory went down to the cabin, but Dragonfly stayed up on deck. She was
afraid of the water, she had told him. She could not swim; she said, "Drowning must be a horrible thing - not to breathe the air." She had shuddered
at the thought. It was the only fear she had ever shown of anything. But she disliked the low, cramped cabin, and had stayed on deck every day and
slept there on the warm nights. Ivory had not tried to coax her into the cabin. He knew now that coaxing was no good. To have her he must master
her; and that he would do, if only they could come to Roke.."There's people all over these parts, and maybe beyond, who think, as you said, that
nobody can be wise alone. So these people try to hold to each other. And so that's why we're called the Hand, or the women of the Hand, though
we're not women only. But it serves to call ourselves women, for the great folk don't look for women to work together. Or to have thoughts about
such things as rule or misrule. Or to have any powers.".She asked nothing and he said no more. Presently he got up, and she followed him to the
path that always led them, sooner or later, out of the wood to the clearing by the Thwilburn and the Otter's House. When they came there, it was
late afternoon. He went down to the stream and drank from it where it left the wood, above all the crossings. She did the same. Then sitting in the
cool, long grass of the bank, he began to speak..The witch listened, unable to resist the lure of secrets revealed and the contagion of
passionate.themselves pure.".Doorkeeper, master of the entering and leaving of the Great House."He lay as if dead, cold, his heart not beating, yet
he breathed. The Herbal used all his art, but could not rouse him. "He is dead," he said. "The breath will not leave him, but he is dead." So we
mourned him. Then, because here was dismay among us, and all my patterns spoke of change and danger, we met to choose a new Warden of
Roke, an Archmage to guide us. And in our council we set the young king in the Summoner's place. To us it seemed right that he should sit among
us. Only the Changer spoke against it at first, and then agreed..teaching. As she walked, she listened to the leaves when the wind rustled them or
stormed in the.approach the wall opened. I felt a gust of hot air..the main Archipelago and the Kargad Lands east of it, while the dragons kept to the
westernmost."Seemed odd. Old woman from a village inland, never seen the sea, calling the name of an island.He drank a mug of beer down in one
draft, and the girls with him watched the muscles in his strong.around at them all like a hurt ox. "And I think it is true. There is no way to regain
the.wood as the plane ran down the silky oak board. Some noise or movement roused him. He looked up.of the throat quiver at the effort, cheeks
glistening, the whole face moving to an inaudible.They walked a half-mile or so. The Knoll rose up full in the western sun on their right. Behind
them the School sprawled grey and many-roofed on its lower hill. The grove of trees towered before them now. She saw oak and willow, chestnut
and ash, and tall evergreens. From the dense, sun-shot darkness of the trees a stream ran out, green-banked, with many brown trodden places where
cattle and sheep went down to drink or to cross over. They had come through the stile from a pasture where fifty or sixty sheep grazed the short,
bright turf, and now stood near the stream. That house," said the mage, pointing to a low, moss-ridden roof half-hidden by the afternoon shadows of
the trees. "Stay tonight. You will?".announcement about takeoff, signals of some sort, the warning to fasten seat belts, but nothing."I'm no good
there, you see, Ged," he said. "I am, here. If they'll let me do the work." He looked again at Gift, and Ged did also. She looked at them both..dreams
of earth stopping his mouth and nostrils, the only dreams he ever had, nights in the cell..reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic or mechanical, including."She's Irian of Westpool's mare. You're the wizard, then?".know what's in it, but to a stranger one always gives
brit.".grew darker. The girl then folded it -- it was not a plate at all -- into the shape of a pancake and.often doesn't know what he's doing, do you
see.".plans of training him in the business, and having him help in expanding the carting route to a.haste.."It doesn't matter."."At need," Ard
said.."You must find the Red Mother," he said, the day after that. They were sitting side by side again."You take care," the witch said, grim.
"Everything's perilous, right enough, and meddling with wizards most of all."."So?" said the Namer, more drily..hungry," Ember said..Hound was
sorry for him. "You know, if it was Gelluk questioning you, he'd have everything you.He made the sign; she looked at him for a moment. "That's
easy," she said softly, and made the."Plast. You don't know what that is?".me through half-closed eyes: myself! I folded the paper in two and the
plastic specter vanished. I.He bowed. "Ivory, of Havnor Great Port, at your service. May I -".When the city was in order again, and the ships had all
come back, and the walls were being rebuilt, Ogion escaped from praise and went up into the hills above Gont Port. He found the queer little valley
called Trimmer's Dell, the true name of which in the language of the Making was Yaved, as Ogion's true name was Aihal. He walked about there
all one day, as if seeking something. In the evening he lay down on the ground and talked to it. "You should have told me, I could have said
goodbye," he said. He wept once, and his tears fell on the dry dirt among the grass-stems and made little spots of mud, little sticky spots.."But the
spirit of rivalry worked in the boy as he grew to be a man. It's a strong spirit on Roke:.It was far more convenient to him that Losen should be king
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than that he himself should rule."So at last he summoned his own master, the Summoner of Roke, taking him unawares..She was in tears. They
hugged, and she stroked his thick, shining hair and apologized for being cruel, and he hugged her again and said she was the kindest mother in the
world, and so she went off. But as she left she turned back a moment and said, "Let him have the party, Di. Let yourself have it.".will never
return.".red ridge of the mountain in the dawn.."She's very sick, Rush," the girl said. She looked again at Tern. "You're not a healer?" It was an
accusation..like Ivory's. She had got her hands clean, too, and they lay flat on her thighs, long strong.The sorcerer looked at Dragonfly, who stood
straight as a tree and said nothing..The door closed. It was silent except for the whisper of the fire..and several have asked me or the Doorkeeper if
they may go. And we'd let them go. But there's no.She began to gasp for breath. In the red light that shone now from the crest of the mountain
and.slowly -- this was the only movement in the all-embracing, drawn-out roar that flowed in through."Wait here a little, if you please, Irian," the
Doorkeeper said, and went into the room, leaving.He drank a mug of beer down in one draft, and the girls with him watched the muscles in his
strong throat as he swallowed, and they laughed and chattered, and he shivered all over like a cart horse stung by flies. He said, "Oh! I can't --!" He
bolted off into the dusk beyond the lanterns hanging around the brewer's booth. "Where's he going?" said one, and another, "He'll be back," and
they laughed and chattered..It was Havnor, his land, where his people were, whether alive or dead he did not know; where Anieb.to dry his feet and
put his shoes back on. "When I go back to the Tower," he said, "I'll ride..Among the Kargs the power of magic appears to be very rare as a native
gift, perhaps because it was neglected or actively suppressed by their society and government. Except as an evil to be dreaded and shunned, magic
plays no recognized part in their society. This inability or refusal to practice magic puts the Kargs at a disadvantage with the Archipelagans in
almost every respect, which may explain why they have generally held themselves aloof from trade or any kind of interchange, other than piratical
raids and invasions of the nearer islands of the South Reach and around the Gontish Sea.."I didn't mean to hurt Father's feelings," he said..the
doorjamb to keep on his feet.."To bring Lebannen here," said the Herbal. "The young men talk of "the true crown". A second coronation, here. By
the Archmage Thorion."."I don't even know what it means. Nais. . . girl, what's the matter with you?".Gelluk's white face had gone whiter; his jaw
trembled a little. He stood up, suddenly, as he.Golden did not praise the boy, not wanting to making him self-conscious or vain about what might
be a passing, childish gift, like his sweet treble voice. There was too much fuss already made over that..was the good of possessing the Throne of
Maharion if nobody sat in it but a drunken cripple? What.and feelings in the Grove, and troubled that any thought or feeling could have troubled
her there..San's big jenny by Alder's white horse. She was a whitey roan, young, with a pretty face. He went.She looked him up and down. "Marks
on it, sir," she said. And then, to Tern, in a different tone, "If you'd like to come with me, she lives this way. And though she's only a girl, and poor,
I'll tell you, peddler, she has an open hand. Though perhaps not all of us do.".He had been stowed in a storeroom of one of the old palaces that
Losen had appropriated. It had no.looked at him kindly..She knew the old powers, those my grandmother told me of, the powers of the earth. They
were.They were both shy. When Medra took her hand his hand shook, and Ember, whose name was Elehal, turned away scowling. Then she
touched his hand very lightly. When he stroked the sleek black flow of her hair she seemed only to endure his touch, and he stopped. When he tried
to embrace her she was stiff, rejecting him. Then she turned and, fierce, hasty, awkward, seized him in her arms. It wasn't the first night, nor the
first nights, they passed together that gave either of them much pleasure or ease. But they learned from each other, and came through shame and
fear into passion. Then their long days in the silence of the woods and their long, starlit nights were joy to them.."I could fly there as a tern and be
back on the ship before daylight," he said to himself, but idly. He was bound for O Port. Ruined lands were all too common. No need to fly to seek
them. He made himself comfortable in his coil of cable and watched the stars. Looking west, he saw the four bright stars of the Forge, low over the
sea. They were a little blurred, and as he watched them they blinked out, one by one..had had no one in her life to desire. When the young wizard
first came riding by so slim and.Master Hemlock's house and presence. He felt a little dead. Not dead, but a little dead..The school was founded in
about 650, as described above. The Nine Masters or master-teachers of.He looked at her, that vivid, fierce, dark face in its rough cloud of hair. She
wore only her shift, and he saw the infinitely delicate, tender rise of her breasts. He drew her to him again, but though she hugged him she drew
away again, frowning..Early never disregarded any triviality Hound mentioned, because so many of them had proved not to be trivial. He disliked
the old man for that, and because he was unshakable. He never praised Hound, and used him as seldom as possible, but Hound was too useful not
to use..Hound smiled. "They haven't undone what you did yet, either," he said. "Old Whiteface was crawling.everybody wanted him at once, and
sent a sending to the Dark Pond in Semere's cow pasture up on.learned wizardry, fed the chickens, milked the cow. He suggested, once, that Dulse
keep goats. He."But you're right, Herbal, we're out of balance," said Kurremkarmerruk, his voice hard and harsh..see the King flying among his
subjects, gathering himself from them!" And he stood up, supple and.broke free, straightening herself, pushing back her lank wet hair. Thank you,"
she said. "I was.crewman on a fishing boat of the Ebavnor Straits or a trader of the Inmost Sea..puffed-out cheeks, playing a flute. It did this so well
that I had the impulse to call out to it..mines of Earthsea. These miners were free women, not slaves like the workers in the roaster tower..to say to
those who come. Being a finder, I'll find out if they belong here.".crowned hat made him seem taller than a man could be. Otter did not need to see
his clothes to.its use increasingly controlled by moral and political purpose. Wizards trained at the school went.and drunker than usual, so that he
fell and gashed his forehead on the andiron. Bleeding and."I am not ashamed," Irian said. She looked at them all. She felt that she should thank
them for.Songs, all of which began as sung or spoken texts, were written down and preserved as texts. They.circles of ripples from his movement
were slight and small. It was shallow for a long way. Then."Wherever you like.".Masters.".He did not forgive his son. It would have made a happy
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ending, but he would not have it. To leave so, without a word, on his nameday night, to go off with the witch-girl, leaving all the honest work
undone, to be a vagrant musician, a harper twanging and singing and grinning for pennies -- there was nothing but shame and pain and anger in it
for Golden. So he had his tragedy..He came through the halls and stone corridors to the inmost place, the marble-paved courtyard of the fountain,
where the tree Elehal had planted now stood tall, its berries reddening..sweet golden wine. "Wine of the Andrades," said the young man with a
modest, complacent smile. By."My place, then. It isn't worth taking a gleeder. It's nearby.".watched the shadows of the leaves play across the
ground. The oakmast was deep; though she had.Otter walked on a mile, brooding; then circled back, leading Licky to a hillock not far from the far
end of the old workings. There he nodded downward and stamped his foot..Medra woke in pain, in darkness. For a long time that was all there was.
The pain came and went,.understood as "people" or "human beings," alath. This word is by etymology (from the True Runes.runes. To write in the
True Runes, as to speak the Old Speech, is to guarantee the truth of what.high-pitched and rough..offering him something. Then she was
gone..They needed no persuasion. They rode off leaving everything behind, their blankets, the tent, the iron pot. "How do we get all that back to the
village?" he asked the hinny. She looked after the two ponies and said what hinnies say. "Aaawww!" she said. She would miss the ponies..The
Song of the Young King, sung annually at Sunreturn, the festival of the winter solstice, tells the story of Morred, called the Mage-King, the White
Enchanter, and the Young King. Morred came of a collateral line of the House of Enlad, inheriting the throne from a cousin; his forebears were
wizards, advisers to the kings..exploitation. The land outlasts the empires. The conquerors may leave desert where there was.slowly down at the
ground. She sank down kneeling. He knelt with her, tried to support her, but.the Doorkeeper spoke to. She saw the man's face change, saw his eyes
shift to her in a brief,."Because of children," I explained. "You can't raise children on such ships, and even
if.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (51 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].Medra stood silent. His face felt hot. He looked down. "I thought," he said, and stopped..He tacked across the strong wind, swung round
South Point, and sailed into the Great Bay of.She broke off, coughing. Her mother shot an anguished, yearning glance at the wizard. Surely he.the
larder, ate an apple quickly because he was hungry, and took his staff. It was yew, bound at
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