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Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..When King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness, (164)
said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me
back from this into the right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he,
"thou hast awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together
for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the
throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of
the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and
grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and
straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God
the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..116. Iskender
Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.At this I trembled and replied, 'By
the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, I am like to
swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination
left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled
exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath
betided thee and well may it behove thee never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of
Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.' And I
answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I dared not gainsay his commandment.It chanced one day that they sallied forth to stop the
way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of the caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle with the robbers and overcame
them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast down in that place till the morrow, when he opened his eyes and finding his
comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest
thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided him and the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God
bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in quest of a hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and
I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he
abode with him some days, till he was rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they fared on till they came to a
precipitous mountain..When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the
folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade
fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with
thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God
the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death,
[as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O
king, they tell that.Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the market and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found
the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs
relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then
said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness
and leave jesting.' So he took him up and went with him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back
to his lodging and waited till the morrow..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me
for generous men And the niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade..The Twenty-Second Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede
you, of wine And praise his desert who for yearning doth pine,.123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.43. The Man of
Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..So Iblis the Accursed
drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she,
'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he was desolated for him
with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and the prince returned not],
the king caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the
end of three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the
troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the
drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came
within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till
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the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and jewels..Now the treasuries
aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the
viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the
viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's
favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken
and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which
there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread,
to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and
slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make
ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where
he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and
went away..Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for
excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and sang the following verses:.Officer's Story, The
Third, ii. 137..? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..? ? ? ? ? i. The
Spider and the Wind dccccviii.? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did
rear..King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of
the eyes;.15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens
not to be endured of mountain nor of plain..? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate
assigned..So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met
me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our
dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was
like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I
beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for
me.".Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your
sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and
your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a
thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me
of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his
daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the
gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He
hath given me of His bounties.'.? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he
opprest..The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night,
unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to
their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle,
and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would
have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children
and fording the water with him, set him down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their
mother, took her up and passing the water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the
midst of the island and saw there an old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over
against them and set off in quest of his children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place
where they were..When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's face and curse him; and they did this.
Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes. On the third day he bade cut off his
hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off, before
his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days'
space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..And for another story of the same kind,'
continued the officer,.Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until the
morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in
her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following
verses:.143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.God, Of Trust in, i. 114..? ? ? ? ? d. The
Tailor's Story xxix.On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I
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knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and
sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek
me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was
clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I
entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm."
Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history
and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How
should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long
going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get
the better of him.".Then he folded the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to her mistress. When the princess
read the letter and apprehended its contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and
paper and wrote the following verses:.98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.All this while Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he
said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay
heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and
became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By
Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the
folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art
thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying,
she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O
Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest
forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then
do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen
what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou
not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no regard for thy life?'.The company marvelled at
this story and the tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there befell me that which was yet more extraordinary than all this.' Quoth El
Melik ez Zahir, 'What was that?' And he said,.As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and
said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the
lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his
skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a
village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying
the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".Meanwhile the messenger had reached the opposite camp with
the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good tidings a sumptuous dress of
honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed them to the last man; and
when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh and her sister [Wekhimeh]
came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave her joy of her deliverance.
Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the troops encamped upon the
Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As they were thus engaged, there
appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn sword in her hand..40. Jaafer
ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.NOTE..137. Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.When El Abbas had
made an end of his verses, his father said to him, "I seek refuge for thee with God, O my son! Hast thou any want unto which thou availest not, so I
may endeavour for thee therein and lavish my treasures in quest thereof?" "O father mine," answered El Abbas, "I have, indeed, an urgent want, on
account whereof I came forth of my native land and left my people and my home and exposed myself to perils and stresses and became an exile
from my country, and I trust in God that it may be accomplished by thine august endeavour." "And what is thy want?" asked the king. Quoth El
Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that my heart is distraught with love of
her." And he recounted to his father his story from first to last..83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting
plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..? ? ? ? ? When clear'd my sky was by the sweet of our
foregathering And not a helper there remained to disuniting Fate,.So saying, he took leave of the woman and her husband and set out, intending for
Akil, his father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the
back of his courser and his servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the
following verses:.Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of
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heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's
Wife dlxxviii.May the place of my session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and
I found her as she were the full moon. I brought her what I had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is
ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and indeed it is what I sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I
brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she washed her hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer,
when she brought out of the parcel that she had with her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and
gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who
cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and
behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth each night with one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease
with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in
such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go
with him.'.When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome
mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I
am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him
honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my trust in
God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which is in
our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers and
the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people, all of
them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.Now this letter was
written with ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the
following effect: 'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the
Khalif Haroun er Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother
and a friend, for that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are
sharers with thee in love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms
and a present after the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us
by accepting it, and peace be on thee!'."There was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding,
quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam
feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah
and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah;
so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard
of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever
occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam
prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto
thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with
presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs
and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..Singer and the Druggist, The, i. 229..So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber,
saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his
brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon
him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he
went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself
therein..? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to friend..?THE
FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar,
(241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute
him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken
humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine
intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to
her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may
bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of
profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!"'.? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance, withouten
stint; indeed, In his own cloak he wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and
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visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the
cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its
inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no
wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was
[king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and
the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he
waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand
dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand
and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.'
Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben
Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this
effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was
wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one
day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's
slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi,
a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon
her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the
Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her.
She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy,
may God the Most High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there
befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him
with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore
he caused befall the Barmecides that which befell. (160).? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.1. The
Merchant and the Genie i.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain
and heat..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised]
story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was
foredone among bygone peoples), that.? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike
to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..Then he went to fetch that which he
had hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be sorrowful?'
And he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast paid me my
due and I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had stolen it.' The
old man was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this, but, of the
sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy wage; but,
by Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most
solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be
present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind,
we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found
nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame
before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near
the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up
this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they
searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.On
this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in
the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the
tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk
about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me,
as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he
leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away,
followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and
found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought
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me thither on account of the bones..Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said
to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine,
the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my
house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of
the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she,
"God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are
lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in
my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving,
clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse and the Flea cli.Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings
of gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of
Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled
and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before
him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the contents of the
letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath vouchsafed the rank of
the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the
book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be
established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219)
so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a
shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man
who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to
marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still
be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in
writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread
our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his
admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the
vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.? ? ? ? ?
a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their
drought..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power dxcvi.Four sharpers once plotted
against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an
ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The moneychanger brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might
give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It
is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third
went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave
not over doing the like of this..When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel
and a man to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple,
and repaired to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the
staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them.
They carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way,
and they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house. The young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he
related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought
but dole thou didst anticipate!.? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..Then she arose and going in to the
king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to
him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know
not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath
done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless
woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she
said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair,
do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched
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him.'.Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a
trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That
which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold
and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have
stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and
thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the Most High made
easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she
told him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to
my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king
returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.'
Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and
wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth
galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.'
Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate."
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