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All we know of ancient times in Earthsea is to be found in poems and songs, passed down orally for centuries before they were ever written. The
Creation of Ea, the oldest and most sacred poem, is at least two thousand years old in the Hardic language; its original version may have existed
millennia before that. Its thirty-one stanzas tell how Segoy raised the islands of Earthsea in the beginning of time and made all beings by naming
them in the Language of the Making-the language in which the poem was first spoken..narrow, ice-coloured eyes..immediately fell asleep in the
artificial light of the windowless room, for what I had at first taken.endless supply of slaves for his needs and experiments. It was easy to keep up
the protections he.Though he seldom left the city, Early prided himself on his knowledge of all the Archipelago,.The Summoner, who had been
standing with his back to them, facing the fireless hearth, turned.slip, forget. That was not his language.."Now you," Diamond said to Rose, and she
started to do what he had done, but the rock only.After a long time the young man said, "What else can I do?".spirits of the dead; many, many of
them. He was terrified of them and cowered, trying to make a.wondered what "singing" meant -- perhaps "you're kidding me"?.readers, I include
the description after the stories. I also redrew the geographical maps for this.troubling harvesters or sailors a hundred miles away..inhale the smoke
like that? No, wait -- the other thing is more important. Brit is not milk. I don't.must be a horrible thing - not to breathe the air." She had shuddered
at the thought. It was the.Then that was gone and he stood facing the witch-girl. Her look of accusation slowly changed. She.returned to the
marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had.Among the Kargs the power of magic appears to be very rare as a
native gift, perhaps because it was neglected or actively suppressed by their society and government. Except as an evil to be dreaded and shunned,
magic plays no recognized part in their society. This inability or refusal to practice magic puts the Kargs at a disadvantage with the Archipelagans
in almost every respect, which may explain why they have generally held themselves aloof from trade or any kind of interchange, other than
piratical raids and invasions of the nearer islands of the South Reach and around the Gontish Sea..scrubby grass that had been green that day were
dun and dry, and the wind rattled the last leaves.was high time to go back and find out what was going on now..huge, dim bulk of the mountain did
stars burn clearly. Wind whistled in the reeds, soft, dismal..The last beans had got big and coarse on the vines; the cabbages were thriving. Three
hens came.him, gaining him a place to stand, a foothold. Even with Gelluk so close to him, fearfully close,.of an impossible airplane, but remained
empty; there were only the black machines, emerging.will be born dead, I know it!".stand there, drained and blank, for a while. Then there would
be another one, big, curious, shyly."So what brought you here?" the Changer asked, stern, but not hiding his curiosity..He had lost something and
had to find it. He did not know what he had lost, but it was in the fiery tower, the place where stone stairs went up among smoke and fumes. He had
to go there. He got to his feet and shuffled, lame and unsteady, back down the valley..thinking them rivals, those whose power he was jealous of.
When they came to him he took their.by a crossbow quarrel. The boy they brought was in such a paroxysm of terror that even Early was."I've been
coming doing business here some ten years," he said, looking Irioth up and down. "A man.Deed of Erreth-Akbe, which bards sing at the Long
Dance of midsummer..gazed at the trinkets as if they were treasures. He let them gaze and finger all they would;."Oh I see," Rose said after a
moment. "But I don't see why you ran away."."She saved me but I couldn't save her," he said fiercely to the men and women of the
mountain.fountain in a silver basin sprang up in the centre of the table, and when the Master and his.His father had named him Banner of War. He
had come west, leaving all he knew behind him, and had learned his true name from the trees of the Immanent Grove, and become the Patterner of
Roke, All this year the patterns of the shadows and the branches and the roots, all the silent language of his forest, had spoken of destruction, of
transgression, of all things changed. Now it was upon them, he knew. It had come with her..There were no wizards serving Losen now except Early
and a couple of humble sorcerers. Early had driven off or killed, one after another, his rivals for Losen's favor, and had enjoyed sole rule over all
Havnor now for years..lived all their lives in the Grove, served to link human arts and acts to the older sacredness of.On the Isle of the Wise.".It
grew darker quickly. A haze was coming up from the south, blotting out the sky. Only above the.Though not a sorcerer, Licky was a much more
formidable man than Hound. Yet like Hound he was brutal not cruel. He demanded obedience, but nothing else. Otter had seen slaves and their
masters all his life in the shipyards of Havnor, and knew he was fortunate. At least in daylight, when Licky was his
master..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/D...20%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (1 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM]."She's called Dragonfly, and she does all the work, and I saw her once last year. She's tall, and as beautiful as a flowering tree," said the
youngest daughter, Rose, who was busy crowding a lifetime of keen observation into the fourteen years that were all she was going to have for it.
She broke off, coughing. Her mother shot an anguished, yearning glance at the wizard. Surely he would hear that cough, this time? He smiled at
young Rose, and the mother's heart lifted. Surely he wouldn't smile so if Rose's cough was anything serious?.pledges and tears and the slobbered
caresses that followed them. She escaped, if she could, and.it is said, that word is used to mean both wizard and dragon.."He does. But, admitting it
unlikely, admitting it impossible - if we did defeat him - if he went.SEASON AT THE TRANSVAAL STADIUM.."You said I had it," the girl said
into the reeking gloom of the one-roomed hut..Then he was back in himself, with the fierce hurt in his arm and hip and head, sick and dizzy in the
blind blackness. When he moved, he whimpered; but he sat up. I have to live, he thought. I have to remember how to live. How to make light. I
have to remember. I have to remember the shadows of the leaves..He must prove to her and himself that his dreams were meaningless..for such a
trap, I made a clumsy leap and, in midair, felt an invisible flow of force take hold of.what the wizard was telling him. Yet he was certain, now, that
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Gelluk's ideas, the teaching he so.Erreth-Akbe, sailing into the bay "with sails worn transparent by the eastern winds," could not pause to "embrace
his heart's brother or greet his home." Taking dragon form himself, he flew to battle with Orm over Mount Onn. "Flame and fire in the midnight
air" could be seen from the palace in Havnor. They flew north, Erreth-Akbe in pursuit. Over the sea near Taon, Orm turned again and this time
wounded the mage so that he had to come down to earth and take his own form. He came, with the dragon now following him, to the Old Island,
Ea, the first land Segoy raised from the sea. On that sacred and powerful soil, he and Orm met. Ceasing their battle, they spoke as equals, agreeing
to end the enmity of their races..They sat unspeaking. The crisis passed. Heleth relaxed a little and even smiled. "Very old stuff,".they have to be,
dealing with such powers and evils as they do. But he is a true man, and kind.".them a part of the House that will be all their own, or even a
separate house, so they can keep.The Bones.And the Masters . . . Some hold aloof, following arcane knowledge, seeking ever more
patterns,.Morred's people against him. Crying out that their king had betrayed them, the villagers of Enlad.mind. You'll know what to say when the
time comes. That's the art, eh? What to say, and when to.wizard to teach you what you need. Of course you need what I can teach you. You need
the names..must have inveigled Erreth-Akbe into a place where the Old Powers of the earth would nullify his.her long arms and legs restlessly.
"Will you?" she said..by their victory in the Pelnish Sea, had taken the fleet on into the far West Reach and attacked.She kept his hand and led him
in. He was always a little reluctant to enter the witch's house, a pungent, disorderly place thick with the mysteries of women and witchcraft, very
different from his own clean comfortable home, even more different from the cold austerity of the wizard's house. He shivered like a horse as he
stood there, too tall for the herb-festooned rafters. He was very highly strung, and worn out, having walked forty miles in sixteen hours without
food..and with them the lost Rune of Peace, he and Tenar brought the Ring home to Havnor.).Hound was sorry for him. "You know, if it was
Gelluk questioning you, he'd have everything you.corrupted by ignorance and misuse and lying. But the jealousy in him was like a stinging
fire..There's no truth in this tale but one, which is that indeed one of the first Masters of Roke opened and entered a great cavern. But though the
roots of Roke are the roots of all the islands, that cavern was not on Roke..Where the two paths met and joined to wind up to the heights of the
Knoll, Thorion stopped and stood waiting for them. Irian strode forward to face him..Among these people was an old man whom they called,
among themselves, the Changer. He showed Otter.if he was indeed in a plague-stricken place or an island under a curse. He went on. Between
a.Enlades. Though it is one of the great isles of the Earthsea Archipelago, there aren't many.my honor and thanks to you. May your heart and hearth
know peace," and he made a gesture that left.anywhere he could not see it. Water chuckled softly somewhere near his feet. He had used up
his.always with him. "Real power goes to waste. Every wizard uses his arts against the others, serving.He forgave her gracefully. He did not try a
love-charm on her again..history and magic of the place..years of peace that followed the marriage this man developed immense power of magery.
After five.Erreth-Akbe's gifts in magic became apparent when he was still a boy. He was sent to the court to.competition. But a finder can always
find work, as they say...You ever been in a mine?".back home and a lot of things had changed. Sex. Money. Transit. Violence. There's no
more.Heleth's mattress and blanket in the sun to air. "I'll stay here a while," he thought. "It's a.where fifty or sixty sheep grazed the short, bright
turf, and now stood near the stream. That."Ah." Presently he said, "The Master Summoner is not old." And she got a sidelong look from those.said
nothing, a non-rhetorical answer.."A woman," said the Master Summoner.."You never sent to me, you never let me send to you, all the time you
were gone. I was just.Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become silent and sullen. She ceased asking her endless questions.And there are songs, old
lays and ballads from small islands and from the quiet uplands of Havnor,.GOLDEN WAS immensely happy and quite unconscious of it. "Old
man's got his jewel back," said the carter to the forester. "Sweet as new butter, he is." Golden, unaware of being sweet, thought only how sweet life
was. He had bought the Reche grove, at a very stiff price to be sure, but at least old Lowbough of Easthill hadn't got it, and now he and Diamond
could develop it as it ought to be developed. In among the chestnuts there were a lot of pines, which could be felled and sold for masts and spars
and small lumber, and replanted with chestnut seedlings. It would in time be a pure stand like the Big Grove, the heart of his chestnut kingdom. In
time, of course. Oak and chestnut don't shoot up overnight like alder and willow. But there was time. There was time, now. The boy was barely
seventeen, and he himself just forty-five. In his prime. He had been feeling old, but that was nonsense. He was in his prime. The oldest trees, past
bearing, ought to come out with the pines. Some good wood for furniture could be salvaged from them..are no masters, and the rule of Serriadh is
remembered, and the arts are honored. I have been."Do people still live there?" Medra asked, and the master said, "Witches," while his brother said,
"Worm eaters."."I heard -" she said, and could not say what she had heard.."Thank you, Father," the boy said. Golden embraced him and left, well
pleased with him..There were no inns on this road through what had once all been the Domain of Iria. As the sun neared the western plains, they
stopped at a farmhouse that offered stabling for the horses, a shed for the cart, and straw in the stable loft for the carters. The loft was dark and
stuffy and the straw musty. Ivory felt no lust at all, though Dragonfly lay not three feet from him. She had played the man so thoroughly all day that
she had half-convinced even him. Maybe she'll fool the old men after all! he thought, and grinned at the thought, and slept..words, but I'll have to
learn what to do as I go. That's the trouble with the big spells, isn't.Gelluk stopped and said nothing for some time, thinking, his face excited. Otter
glimpsed the.he saw it, the trembling of the surface all over the pond. Not the round ripples he made, which."No! People?".again and again. She
had met a wall of air and silence. She touched nothing. He would not hear..dreams of earth stopping his mouth and nostrils, the only dreams he ever
had, nights in the cell..At that the wizard whose true name was Heleth stood as still as he did, looking back at him, till the boy's gaze dropped..to
rejoin the broken halves of the Ring and so remake the Rune of Peace. He and Tenar brought the.mere finder who went about with midwives and
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the like. He could not bring himself to sneak and."Sitting with old Ferny. She died this afternoon, Mother will be there all night. But how did you.in
the spring under Iria Hill," she said at last, standing up and speaking truth..he said, "what I'll be doing. I wish now I'd thought about it more. Passed
it on to you. But it.hidden by the thicket. With my hands I pushed aside the twigs; brambles pulled at my sweater,.the flare and dazzle of the
flames. "Evil spirits that work for the King become clean," he said,.This is a tale of those times. Some of it is taken from the Book of the Dark, and
some comes from.feeling horribly like despair. I was certain that the others were experiencing the same things, but.Back Cover:.to walk blindly
forward through this darkness, in the rustling brash. Had I imagined it thus, ten.him, with a slop of rancid oil on the bread. Hungry as he was every
night, when he sat in that.first thing the boy did in the Great House, they say, he turned the Long Table of the dining hall.years, in the minds of
most people, all magic was black..accustomed to the dark, was able to discern, from it, the huge outlines of the surrounding.He took the word with
a visible shock, but did not deny it..Semere's cow pasture. You can see the ways from there. You need to find the center. See where to.her mother,
whom nobody knew or honoured or was true to, except herself.."I should go," she said. "I can walk in the Grove, but not live there. It isn't my - my
place. And.were performing the same scene over and over again, and I would have liked to stop and see what.knelt down by Thorion. "My lord," he
said, "my friend.".How long had he been standing here? Why was he standing here? He had been thinking about mud, about the floor, about
Silence. Had he been out walking on the path above the Overfell? No, that was years ago, years ago, in the sunlight. It was raining. He had fed the
chickens, and come back to the house with three eggs, they were still warm in his hand, silky brown lukewarm eggs, and the sound of thunder was
still in his mind, the vibration of thunder was in his bones, in his feet. Thunder?.to a platform at least a kilometer long from which a spindle-shaped
craft was just departing,.then.".They say she lived in a cave under Roke Knoll, never coming into the daylight, but weaving vast.Ogion shook his
head. He let his sending sit down in the grass near Heleth, though it did not bend.soul! But they put men where we put the world. And so they hold
that a true wizard must be a man..can we not find the balance?".of the tribes, city-states, and small kingdoms that made up Kargish society for
millennia..family cautiously imitated their wizard and filled their cups from it and tasted it, it was a
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